VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday March 23, 2022 at 7:00 PM
Riverside Township Hall, Room 4, 27 Riverside Rd., Riverside, IL 60546

AGENDA

I.

Call to Order

II.

Roll Call

III.

Approval of Minutes:
A. Planning & Zoning Commission Special Meeting minutes of February 28, 2022.

IV.

Visitors, Petitions, Citizen Requests, and Communications:

V.

Liaison Report:
A. Village Board Update

VI.

Public Hearing and Recommendation:

VII.

Old Business:
A. Continuation of discussion on Transit Oriented Development Zoning Code Update
B. Continuation of pervious and impervious surface discussion

VIII.

New Business:

IX.

Information:

X.

Adjournment:

Chairperson
Jill Mateo
Commission Members
Melinda Brom
Jennifer Henaghan
Joel Marhoul
John Mathews
Jacqueline Miller
Theresa Pelletier

VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Minutes of the Special Meeting and Public Hearing
February 28, 2022 7:00 PM
Riverside Township Hall, Room 4

I.

Call to Order: The Special Meeting of the Village of Riverside Planning and Zoning
Commission was held on Monday, February 28, 2022. Chairperson Mateo called the
Special Meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

II.

Roll Call:

Present:

Chairperson Mateo
Commissioner Brom
Commissioner Miller
Commissioner Marhoul
Commissioner Henaghan

Absent:

Commissioner Pelletier
Commissioner Mathews

Also Present: Village Planner Francisco Jimenez
Assistant Village Manager Ashley Monroe
Attorney Lance Malina

III.

Approval of Minutes:
A. Planning & Zoning Commission Regular Meeting and Public Hearing minutes of
January 26, 2022
Commissioner Marhoul made a motion to approve the Minutes. Commissioner
Miller seconded the motion.
AYES: Commissioners Marhoul, Miller, Brom, Henaghan, Mateo.
NAYS: None
Motion Passed
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IV.

Visitors, Petitions, Citizen Requests, and Communications

V.

Liaison Report:
A. Village Board Update – Village Planner Jimenez informed the Planning and Zoning
Commission that the Board of Trustees, at their February 17, 2022 meeting, did not
follow the recommendation to deny the Petitioner a variation for a fence on a
corner lot and street yard. Village Planner Jimenez also informed the Commission
that a revised proposal was remanded to Planning and Zoning to be reviewed and
given a recommendation.
B. Asst. Village Manager Monroe also updated the Commission regarding Accessory
Structures and text amendments. She stated that Staff is preparing some redlined
text for suggestions to be considered by the Board and then will bring those
proposed changes bring back to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

VI.

Public Hearing and Recommendation
A. PZ22-02 – 490 Uvedale Rd - Variation – A variation from Section 10-7-3(D)(2)
(Accessory Structures and Uses) of the Riverside Zoning Ordinance to allow the
construction of a deck addition five feet (5’) from grade and from Section 10-104(C) (Nonconforming Buildings and Structures) of the Riverside Zoning Ordinance
to allow an existing nonconforming deck to be enlarged by 238 square feet.
Chairperson Mateo introduced the variation request and swore in members of
the public that gave testimony. Village Planner Jimenez went over the variation
request for an enlargement of an existing non-conforming deck. The property at
490 Uvedale has a deck in the rear of the property that is currently nonconforming as it is five feet (5’) from grade. The ordinance states that decks can
be no higher than four feet (4’) from the established grade. Planner Jimenez
stated that the house has a door in the rear that gives access to the basement.
The Petitioners submitted the request to be able to build a new deck at the
current height of five feet (5’) from grade and also enlarge the deck by 238 square
feet. Planner Jimenez also told the Commission that the proposed location would
not be visible from the street and all setback requirements are met.
Commissioner Marhoul wanted clarification regarding a requirement that a
landing is necessary when stepping out from a door. Attorney Malina clarified that
a landing is required when stepping out from a door. The homeowners
(“Petitioners”) gave their testimony regarding the proposal. They stated again
that they would enlarge the deck for their enjoyment and it would not be
detrimental to the surrounding neighbors. Commissioner Miller asked for their
clarification on the basement access door and the Petitioner stated that it was
located right beneath the existing deck. The Petitioners planned to completely
rebuild the entire deck to all specifications required by building code. In response
to a question about materials, responded that they plan to use newer and more
durable materials such as composite decking. No comments or letters from the
public were received by Staff and no one appeared at the meeting.
Chairperson Mateo asked if there was a motion to continue or close the public
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hearing. Commissioner Henaghan made the motion and Commissioner Marhoul
seconded the motion.
AYES: Commissioners Marhoul, Miller, Brom, Henaghan, Mateo
NAYS: None
Motion Passed
B. DISCUSSION, MOTION AND RECOMMENDATION by the Planning and Zoning
Commission to the Village Board regarding the request for a variation set forth in
6.A.1 above.
Commissioner Marhoul restated the Petitioner’s testimony regarding the deck and
had no objections toward the proposal. All Commissioners were in agreement that
the placement of the existing deck and doors all contributed to the difficulty and
would not be applicable to other properties. The Commissioners believed that all
standards had been met for this proposal and that the proposal would not be
detrimental to the surrounding area or neighbors.
Commissioner Marhoul made a motion to recommend approval for a deck
enlargement of 238 square feet and to be built five feet (5’) from grade.
Commissioner Brom seconded the motion.
AYES: Commissioners Marhoul, Miller, Brom, Henaghan, Mateo.
NAYS: None
Motion Passed

VII.

Old Business:
A. Continue discussion and review of Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Code Update
Asst. Village Manager Monroe opened the discussion regarding the TOD code
update. She stated that due to the amount of information under consideration, the
topics would be broken up to make it easier to discuss and understand. The reason
for the code update was to make properties in business districts more transit
friendly and pedestrian friendly. Some specific points are to allow better bulk
regulations for buildings and to allow more flexibility in how businesses approach
those requirements. Asst. Village Manager Monroe went over what topics would
be discussed and the next steps for the Commission.
Chairperson Mateo decided to direct the conversation in order. Asst. Village
Manager Monroe began with the sign code amendments and pointed out a section
that stated no signs will be regulated for content. Commissioner Miller clarified
that the sign content will still need to relate to whatever the business is. Attorney
Malina clarified the code and its intention with regards to the content and not
allowing one content to be preferred over another.
Asst. Village Manager Monroe went over the definitions section of the code
update. One particular concern was how to measure a sign from grade and gave an
overview of that definition. Commissioner Miller wanted clarification regarding two
items in the definition. Attorney Malina stated that the definition is confusing
because how the term is used in the rules, is important to understanding how
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terms are defined. Commissioner Marhoul said that the definition regarding
“natural grade” is worded in that way because a street centerline is a fixed point
and difficult to manipulate. Commissioner Miller preferred that the phrasing of the
definition be changed to make it clearer and more accessible.
One change proposed is the limiting of signs to the first floor of a building in a B1
commercial district and that transitional commercial districts will also limit the
location of signs on a building to the first floor. Commissioner Marhoul pointed out
that for the B1-C district, a wall sign would be allowed on the up to the second
floor or cornice, whichever is higher. For the projecting sign, the current language
stated that it can go higher than that. He wanted to know why one sign is more
restricted than the other. Asst. Village Manager Monroe clarified that some signs
might be allowed allowances to better emphasize the sign and use. Commissioner
Marhoul commented on monument signs and their uses and why the code
amendment called for their use in some districts. Asst. Village Manager Monroe
stated that they might be used in cases where drawing attention at a pedestrian
sight-line vs a pole sign where someone would need to look up to view it.
Commissioner Marhoul stated that a table should be updated to accurately reflect
the definition.
Asst. Village Manager Monroe described wall sign regulations. Chairperson Mateo
also stated that there would be a change in gas stations canopies and how they can
be lit. The proposal would only allow canopies to have lighting around the business
name and/or logo.
Asst. Village Manager Monroe indicated the map for a proposed TOD Business
District. The change, as Asst. Village Manager Monroe stated, is to encourage more
dense development and mixed uses along the stretch of Harlem Avenue. Discussion
was also held about the distinction between the B1-TOD proposed allowed uses,
and the allowed and special uses in existing B1 and B2 zoning districts.
Commissioners asked for clarification in the proposed code about dwellings on a
first floor and townhouses. Staff said they would work with the consultant to verify
and correct charts that may conflict. The Commissioners generally agreed that
townhouse development should be a Special Use.
B. Continue discussion of pervious and impervious surface zoning calculations
Village Planner Jimenez gave an overview of what the Planning and Zoning
Commission had tasked Staff to research. Planner Jimenez told the Commission that
most communities do have allowance regulations for pervious and impervious
surfaces on a lot. There are communities that give a discount depending on whether
the proposed surface is pervious. He went over the policies that nearby communities
have in place and informed the Commission that some communities will use
engineering services to calculate how the impervious surface impacts the property.
Commissioner Marhoul stated that the information provided was good to have to get
a better idea of how to implement something in Riverside. Commissioner Miller
wanted more information on how communities get the percentage to discount when
considering permeable materials. Asst. Village Manager Monroe also included
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information from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District. She went over
information provided by MWRD regarding green gardens and other permeable
materials. Chairperson Mateo said that the purpose of this research is to provide a
better definition that is able to be applied more effectively.
C. Consideration of revised proposal regarding a variation at 40 Kimbark Rd for a fence in
a street yard and corner lot.
Village Planner Jimenez informed the Commission that the PZ22-01 request was
remanded by the Board of Trustees in a modified capacity. At the February 17, 2022
meeting, the Board did not follow the recommendation to deny a variation. Trustee
Pollock introduced a modified fence proposal and the Board remanded the modified
proposal back to Planning and Zoning to be reviewed against the standards. The
Commission had a choice to approve the revised proposal or follow their original
recommendation of denial. Commissioner Henaghan asked if, without a variation, the
petitioner would be able to build a six foot (6’) privacy fence from the southeast
corner of the house and connect the garage. Village Planner Jimenez and Chairperson
Mateo both stated that, by right, the privacy fence would be allowed with no
variation.
Correspondence was received by Staff and all comments were against the variation
approval. Materials received between the packet posting and the meeting were
distributed to the Commissioners. Chairperson Mateo also stated that the
Commission, at their January 26 meeting, found that four of the seven standards had
not been met. She also shared that Commissioner Mathews also believed that the
standards were not met with the revised request, and a recommendation for approval
would set a precedent. Commissioner Miller stated that she was in favor of the
proposed revised fence. She found it reasonable and something that would allow the
resident to use their yard in a safe manner. Commissioner Brom also agreed with the
proposal and was in favor in the height and open spacing of the fence. She also stated
that she was also aware of the public input against the variation, but believed that it
was a good compromise.
Commissioner Miller clarified that the fence that is allowed by right would be taller
and less attractive than Trustee Pollock’s proposal. Commissioner Marhoul also agreed
that the revised proposal is more attractive. Chairperson Mateo told the Commission
that she is worried that this could set a bad precedent. A resident commented that an
approval to this revised variation would set a bad precedent. The homeowner
(“Petitioner”) stated that he is open to the revised proposal, but expressed frustration
at some of the processes.
Chairperson Mateo went through the standards with the Commission. Commissioner
Miller stated that the petitioner had a vested interested in using their property in a
safe manner and to be able to enjoy their privacy. Commissioners Brom, Marhoul, and
Miller believed the revised proposal better encapsulated the hardship of the property.
Commissioner Henaghan believed that the location of the side door along with the
location of the revised fence, met the standard of the hardship requirement. Some of
the Commissioners believed that this lot is unique as it is located in a part of Riverside
that does not have the curvilinear streets the rest of the village has. This property is
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located in a unique location. There was concern that granting the variance would
harm the Village’s landmark status, but some Commissioners believed that it would
not be detrimental and that a six-foot fence in the rear yard would be more
detracting.
Commissioner Miller made a motion to recommend to the Village Board to allow a
four foot (4’) open fence in a street yard. Commissioner Henaghan seconded the
motion. Commissioner Miller stated that this was an appropriate proposal given the
location of the property and to be able to use it safely. Chairperson Mateo believed
that the situation to not be unique and the standard to not have been met.
AYES: Commissioners Miller, Brom, Henaghan.
NAYS: Commissioner Marhoul and Chairperson Mateo.
Motion Passed

VIII.

New Business:

IX.

Information:

X.

Adjournment
Commissioner Marhoul made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Brom seconded.
AYES: Commissioners Marhoul, Miller, Brom, Mateo.
NAYES: None.
Chairperson Mateo declared the meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Village Planner, Francisco Jimenez

Date Approved
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

To:
From:
CC:
Re:
Date:

Chairperson Mateo & Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission
Ashley Monroe, Assistant Village Manager
Francisco Jimenez, Village Planner, Jessica Frances, Village Manager
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Zoning Code Update - Discussion
March 23, 2022

Background
At the February 28, 2022 meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission, members
reviewed the proposed text amendments for the Village’s Sign Code, related code Section
10-5-7-(D)-5 Storefront Window Display, and a proposed establishment of a TransitOriented-Development (TOD) Business District along Harlem Avenue. Due to the amount of
information requiring review, proposed language and materials are being broken up by topic
for easier discussion. Upon general agreement of direction by the Commission, accepted
changes will be brought for Public Hearings on April 27 and May 25, 2022. Planning and
Zoning Commission recommendations will thereafter go to the Preservation Commission in
June so that they may comment as to the effect of such proposals on the national historic
landmark designation of the village or the general plan of Riverside, and will be considered
by the Board of Trustees this summer, for final adoption and incorporation into village Code.
Goals for review and implementation
The original project scope goals and current deficiencies may be helpful in assessing what
staff goals are for updating each of these code sections. The applicable issues to ideas
pertinent to discussion during this meeting, are highlighted in pink.
Current zoning code deficiencies and conflicts between the adopted Plan and current zoning
regulations include:
• inconsistencies in use lists for B1 & B2 Districts including higher density residential types
• no parking requirements for changes in intensity of use
• no outdoor storage regulations
• fence regulations do not address non-residential districts
• limited lighting standards for commercial districts
• sign code for B1 Districts not consistent with zoning
• no bulk regulations for drive-through canopies or free-standing canopies
• performance standards for commercial/non-residential uses
The overall goals of the zoning amendments include:
• Enable the vision created in the Central Business District Plan and its update.
• Prepare the Village for the potential of redevelopment in the future in both the
downtown and Harlem Ave.
• Make the zoning regulations easier to understand and use, especially for developers
including updated or new illustrations for the zoning ordinance and sign ordinances.
• Review zoning process/procedures to ensure it is consistent and clear to developers and
residents.
• Further enhance the walkability of the downtown core and the use of transit.
• Increase density in the downtown core and in the B1 District especially near transit.
• Evaluate uses/use list.
• Evaluate nonconformities chapter to ensure it address how to deal with existing
structures.

MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strengthen the downtown core, maintaining the Village’s historic landmark district and local landmarks
while being supportive of modern development styles.
Create design standards for outdoor cafes.
Evaluate zoning on E. Burlington east of the B2 District.
Prepare the Village for the future of Pace Pulse service along Harlem Ave., especially at the BNSF tracks near
the Harlem Metra Station.
Build upon and expand existing design standards in the code for commercial buildings, multifamily buildings
and townhouses.
Add a PUD process to remain competitive with nearby, peer communities.
Update the sign code along Harlem Avenue to support zoning changes to the Harlem Avenue commercial
zoning district.

Issues for review on March 23, 2022

The Planning Consultant team recently presented a new memo with code revisions based on Steering
Committee, staff, and transit authority feedback. The web address to access these large memos are attached
for reference and they are the most current versions from which staff is using for this memo.
On March 23, 2022, staff presents several items for consideration and discussion by the Planning and Zoning
Commission:
1)

Chapter 1: Purpose and Intent of the Zoning Code

2)

Chapter 2: Administration

3)

Chapter 4: Residential Districts; bulk regulations

4)

Chapter 7: Site Development Standards

5)

Chapter 9: Landscaping and Screening

6)

Chapter 10: Non-conformities

7)

Chapter 11: Definitions

8)

Chapter 12: Appendices

In an attempt to facilitate discussion, the sections below include segments of the consultant provided memo
content, then the code revisions or related tables, and any staff notes for each issue.
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
1) Purpose and Intent of the Zoning Code (10-1-2)

The Commission should consider whether they agree that the phrasing of the Zoning Code purpose and intent
(10-1-2) meets the goal of this project and, that it sufficiently addresses consistency and also potential of zoning
matters in Riverside.
Text would read:
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
2) Administration (10-2-1-6 and 10-2-2-4)

Changes made here recommends modification of the Code language to be more current, universal, and address
safe access and mobility for all road and path users.
Text in 10-2-1-6 (C) would read:

Text in 10-2-2-4 (E) would read:
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

This section provides additional support for bicycle parking and connectivity for a variety of transportation
modes. When the Commission and staff is reviewing site plan requirements, the inclusion of specific
recommendations for bicycle amenities bulks up the ability to require or request them as part of permission
to develop or redevelop a property.
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
3) Chapter 4: Residential Districts
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
10-4-1 Purpose and Intent would read:

In each type of residential zoning, there will be an emphasis on “greater walkability and enhanced access to
transit.” The use of “collectively” is helpful, because there will be instances where an area or lot may not be
conducive to certain attributes. The word choice of “collectively” broadens the ability to apply these ideals to
neighborhoods and community-wide.
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Section 10-4-2 Uses would read:

10-4-3-A Bulk Requirements would read:

Graphics for this section showing building bulk, measurement of yards, and have been included as a separate
attachment to this memo. But for the adjustment to 10-4-3-A, no changes are being made to the code language
in this section.
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
10-4-5 Use and Bulk Requirement Tables
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10 | P a g e

MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Except for living accommodations at Assisted Living Facilities and Independent Living Facilities, the removal of
“professional” from the “Office” use, and the addition of “Electric Vehicle charging station” as a special use, no
other changes are proposed for the Residential Zoning District Uses table.

11 | P a g e

MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
10-4-5
The Bulk Regulations Table has been updated to include provisions for a minimum building height in R-3 and R-4
Zoning Districts. These two zoning districts are located in the peripheries of Riverside and have numerous existing
buildings meeting the proposed minimum height of 24 feet.

Maximum building height is also addressed in the same table, setting in Districts R-3 and R-4 maximum heights
of 48 feet or four stories, with a pitched roof height not to exceed 50 feet. (See following table)
Furthermore, the footnote at the top of this table explains that… “Bulk requirements for schools, religious
12 | P a g e

MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
institutions, and other places of assembly that provide for cultural, sports, or other events that generate large
assembly of people may necessitate a greater level of review of lot dimensions, lot coverage, building height, and
yards requirements at the discretion of the Planning and Zoning Commission and Village Board, particularly via
the special use process since schools, religious institutions, and other places of assembly are typically designated
as special uses in all residential and business districts.”
The Commission should ensure that this accurately depicts the level of review specific to these types of uses
within residential zoning districts.

13 | P a g e
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4) Chapter 7: Site Development Standards

14 | P a g e

MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Section 10-7-1 includes a new graphic on view obstruction.
10-7-2 Exterior Lighting provides new specifications to encourage adoption of dark sky practices. The
International Dark Sky Association is a widely-known organization that advocates for adoption of
environmentally-friendly lighting techniques and is frequently the go-to authority for local governments, on such
matters. Reduction of glare is ideal for beneficial relationships with both wildlife and neighboring properties,
and would help reinforce Riverside’s interests in being a natural and very green community. Extending the use
of the Outdoor Lighting Code Handbook provides an opportunity to further encourage or require use of
sustainable lighting design and installation.
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
10-7-3(A) 7 Accessory Structures in Business Districts

Adding “Exceptions” help guide staff in application of standards in business districts and in residential districts.
When the code is silent on issues, staff can be put in the position of determining what type of structure those in
question might be, and how to best apply the code. These updates address structures or amenities most
frequently in dispute.
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Section 10-7-3-(F) Fence Standards
Section 10-7-3-(F) addresses fence standards in business districts. The detail inserted into the code language
differentiates allowances in residential and business districts, but does not substantially change how fencing is
permitted in either district. The benefit of including this language for commercial areas is the specificity with
which staff can review and apply these requirements, directly from code language. It also incorporates the ability
to use a landscaped berm with permission from the Village Board, instead of a six foot fence screening. Fencing
types allowed and prohibited will stay the same, and a new graphic is included.
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Section 10-7-3-N Temporary Membrane Structures

This detail will give the public and staff more guidance on appropriate installation of temporary tent and canopy
structures.
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10-7-3 Encroachments
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

All proposed changes are shown in the tables above and listed as footnotes in the following for outdoor sales
and display, outdoor seating, outdoor storage, and sidewalks:
“3. Outdoor displays and sales activities shall be associated with the primary use of the property and
conducted by a business located within a building on the property. Only those goods and services
associated with the primary use may be stored, sold, or displayed. If an outdoor display or sales activity is
independent of the primary use, it shall be considered its own primary use and regulated as such. Aside
from plant materials for sale (e.g., Christmas trees, nursery trees, etc.), displayed outdoor sales shall not
exceed a height of six feet above finished grade, unless a greater height is allowed through use permit
approval. Signs associated with the display or sales activity shall adhere to requirements established in
Chapter 3: Signs. Unless an appropriate village permit is provided, no item, or any portion thereof, shall be
displayed on public property or within the public right-of-way. No item shall be displayed in a manner that
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causes a safety hazard; obstructs the entrance to any building; interferes with, or impedes the flow of,
pedestrian or vehicle traffic; is unsightly or creates any other condition that is detrimental to the
appearance of the premises or any surrounding property; or in any other manner is detrimental to the
public health, safety, or welfare or causes a public nuisance.
4. Outdoor seating shall not unduly interfere with pedestrian traffic. A continuous pedestrian path of travel
of at least four feet in width shall be provided with no obstruction of fire safety, traffic signs or devices,
pedestrian or wheelchair access, and access to public or private utility meters or related facilities.
5. All outdoor storage shall be screened from public view, with screening techniques approved by the
planning and zoning commission in accordance with chapter 9, "Landscaping And Screening", of this
zoning ordinance. Stacked materials, goods, or other stored items shall have a height no greater than that
of any screening material within 100 feet of street-fronting screens enclosing the storage area, unless
specifically required as a development standard associated with a particular use.

6. A sidewalk or private walkway larger than 5 feet may be permissible, subject to appropriate village review
and approval, per the B1 and B2 district bulk requirements in Section 10-5-9, in certain instances that
advance high quality site design and provide for enhanced opportunities for safe and accessible pedestrian
environments.”
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5) Chapter 9: Landscaping and Screening
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10-9-2-L Sustainable Design

This language has been added to encourage sustainable design in landscape choices and materials. As
described, this language supports installation of various stormwater management and sustainable
hardscape techniques but does not require their implementation.
Perimeter (10-9-5) and Interior (10-9-6) Parking Lot Landscaping adds the following as (C) to each section:

Adding this language provides multiple benefits to parking lot areas throughout Riverside.
6) Chapter 10: Non-conformities

Adding clarification for the maximum width of an existing driveway is helpful. Typically when staff explains
that the existing non-conforming driveway can remain the same dimensions but not wider, the public finds
this reasonable, and putting it into more specific language will offer additional support.
24 | P a g e

MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
7) Chapter 11: Definitions

The Definitions section of the Code (Chapter 11) is included as an attachment to this memo. In general, the
changes proposed are a modernization of language used, such as replacement of the term “elderly” with “older
adults”, and incorporates the allowance of new technology, such as electric vehicle charging amenities.
Definitions are modified or now included for places and types of uses. Additionally, graphics are inserted for a
few terms, to support clear definition of terms.
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
8) Chapter 12: Appendices

Refreshed map and diagram drafts have been attached for Commission review.

Next Steps
Based on this feedback, staff will prepare public hearing notice and materials for review of agreed upon text
changes agreed upon at the March 23 meeting, along with the agreed upon language from discussion on the
draft Sign Code and any other changes generally agreed upon at the prior February 28 meeting. The first of two
public hearings will be held on April 27.
Finally, staff is including a few selected pages from the 2021 Climate Action Plan for the Chicago Region. The
Village Board supported this document by resolution in fall 2021, and the Planning and Zoning Commission has
talked in the past about implementation of techniques to mitigate environmental impacts and adapt to changing
weather patterns. For the purposes of these text amendments, the emphasis on transit-oriented development
have implications beyond the built environment. A selection of pages from the regional Climate Action Plan
illustrate ways in which adopting some of these principles and practices can reduce Riverside’s carbon emissions.
Attachments:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Materials for changes to 10-4-3
Materials for changes to Chapter 11: Definitions
Summary Memo on Sign Code Amendments from consultant January 12, 2022
Summary Memo on Proposed Text Amendments from consultant January 12, 2022
Draft amendments to-date, along with Steering Committee history and actions to-date can be found on the
Village’s website: https://www.riverside.il.us/512/Riverside-TOD-Zoning-Code-Steering-Commi
Selected materials from the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 2021 Climate Action Plan for the Chicago Region
https://mayorscaucus.org/climate-change/
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provides for limited institutional uses and those uses compatible with surrounding singlefamily residential neighborhoods.
(C) R2 Single- And Two-Family Residence District: The purpose and intent of the R2
single- and two-family residence district is to accommodate mixed single- and two-family
residential areas in the village with lotsthat collectively encourage greater walkability and
enhanced access to transit. Lots that are at least five thousand (5,000) square feet in area.
The R2 district also provides for limited institutional uses and those uses compatible with
surrounding residential neighborhoods.
(D) R3 Mixed Residence District: The purpose and intent of the R3 mixed residence
district is to accommodate limited areas with a mix of multiple-family, townhouse, singlefamily and two-family residential development that collectively encourage greater
walkability and enhanced access to transit. The R3 district also provides for limited
institutional uses and those uses compatible with surrounding residential neighborhoods.
(E) R4 Mixed Office Residence District: The purpose and intent of the R4 mixed office
residence district is to accommodate limited areas with a mix of small scale office, multiplefamily, townhouse, single-family and two-family residential development that collectively
encourage greater walkability and enhanced access to transit. The R4 district also provides
for limited institutional uses and those uses compatible with surrounding mixed residential
neighborhoods. (Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
10-4-2: USES:
(A) Purpose And Intent: The purpose and intent of these use regulations is to preserve
residential neighborhoods by permitting only compatible institutional and nonresidential
uses that will not negatively impact the character of the residential districts, as well as
provide for a walkable environment with enhanced access to transit.
(B) Use Table: Table 2, "Residential Districts Permitted Uses", of this chapter lists
permitted and special uses for the residential districts. (Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
10-4-3: BULK REQUIREMENTS:
(A) Purpose And Intent: The purpose and intent of the bulk requirements is to ensure
that buildings are appropriately located on a site, and of a size and scale that is compatible
with the existing size and scale of buildings in residential neighborhoods. Bulk
requirements also help to create safe and accessible spaces for pedestrians and bicyclists
with respect to the public right-of-way.
(B) Bulk Table: Table 3, "Residential Districts Bulk Requirements", of this chapter
contains the bulk and yard requirements for the residential districts.
(C) Building Height Setback Plane: In addition to the general height restrictions in table 3
of this chapter, all buildings on any lot within the R1-AA, R1-A or R2 district shall be subject
to, and shall comply with, the following building height setback plane restrictions. (See
figure 1, "Building Height Setback Plane", of this section.)
1. No portion of a building on an R1-AA district lot shall intersect the planes that begin
at a point seventeen and one-half feet (17.5') above grade on the side lot line and run at a
forty five degree (45°) angle toward the interior of the lot until they reach the maximum
building height permitted. Since a corner lot is defined by two (2) street lot lines, the
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setback plane shall be defined between the side lot line and the street lot line of the longer
lot width that is opposite the side lot line.
2. No portion of a building on an R1-A or R2 district lot shall intersect the planes that
begin at a point twenty feet (20') above grade in the R1-A and R2 districts on the side lot
line and run at a forty five degree (45°) angle toward the interior of the lot until they reach
the maximum building height permitted. Since a corner lot is defined by two (2) street lot
lines, the setback plane shall be defined between the side lot line and the street lot line of
the longer lot width that is opposite the side lot line.
3. Dormers and gable ends may extend into and through the height setback plane, but
must comply with the building height restrictions of this section.
Note:
1 For reference, building height is measured from the top of the foundation of an existing
building at the center point of the front door, or from a point 3 feet above existing grade at
the center point of the front door, whichever is lower, to the highest point of a flat roof or
parapet, to the deck line of a mansard roof, and to the mean point between the eaves and
the ridge of a gable, hip or gambrel roof. Additional information on building height
measurement, including measurement for lots without an existing building, can be found in
the definition of "building height" in chapter 11, "Definitions", of this zoning ordinance.
Note that in figure 1, the heights indicated (38 feet in R1-AA and R1-A, 35 feet in the R2)
indicate height to the peak of a pitched roof.
(Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
(D) Method For Measuring Street Yards: (See figure 2, "Measuring Street Yards", of this
subsection.)
1. Purpose And Intent: The variability of residential setbacks from streets is identified
as a noteworthy historic characteristic of Riverside and a valuable aspect of the Village's
status as a National Register Historic Landscape District. Therefore, the Village desires to
maintain this variability and not allow it to be diminished over time, as new construction
and additions to existing homes are proposed. Therefore, any yard abutting a street is
defined as the "street yard".
2. Minimum Street Yard: The minimum street yard on each lot shall be the narrowest
dimension as measured from a point on the street lot line to the principal building, as
determined by the foundation of said building, which shall not include porches (enclosed or
unenclosed) or stoops. On corner or irregularly shaped lots, there will be a minimum street
yard for each street. The minimum street yard shall be measured from each street lot line
to the closest point of the foundation of the principal building, which shall not include
porches (enclosed or unenclosed) or stoops, adjacent to such street. The street yard
dimension shall be established through a plat of survey or, where a plat of survey is not
available, in one of the following manners as applicable:
(a) WPA Survey: The street yard dimension shall be the closest dimension indicated
on the Works Progress Administration (WPA) House Setback Survey, as surveyed between
1936 and 1953. This survey is available from the Village Building Department or where the
WPA House Setback Survey does not indicate a street yard dimension, as defined herein, or
the dimension indicated on the WPA House Setback Survey is not current or considered
accurate by either the Village or the property owner, the street yard dimension may be
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identified on a new plat of survey, prepared by a surveyor, licensed by the State of Illinois.
The expense of the new survey shall be borne by the property owner.
(b) Demolished Structure: When a structure within the residential districts is
demolished, the demolition permit shall indicate the dimension of the street yard before
demolition. If there is no survey showing the demolished structure and there is no street
yard dimension indicated on the WPA map, the street yard shall be that which is indicated
on the demolition permit as the prior structure's street yard dimension.
(c) Vacant Lot: In the event of a vacant lot where no street yard dimension is
indicated on the WPA map and, because the vacancy is not a result of the circumstances
described in subsection (D)2(b) of this section, there is no existing home to survey to
establish a street yard dimension as required in subsection (D)2(a) of this section, the
minimum required street yard shall be the average depth of street yards already
established along that particular block.
(d) Exceptions:
(1) In cases where the street yard, as established, is set back from the street lot line
so that the rear yard requirement is not met, the street yard requirement may be reduced
to accommodate the required rear yard, provided that the permitted building coverage and
impervious surface requirements for the zoning district are not violated.
(2) In cases where maintaining the existing building line along the street frontage
and meeting the required side and rear yard requirements, as set forth in this section, shall
result in a building coverage on the lot that is less than the thirty percent (30%) permitted,
the Building Department shall review the proposed building or addition and allow for a
reduced street yard to permit the lot to meet the maximum building coverage, provided all
other yard and coverage requirements are met.
(3) Existing eaves may encroach into the required street yard, and may be restored,
reconstructed or replaced in a required street yard to their existing measurement.
(4) Existing porches may encroach into a required street yard in front of the
foundation of the principal building, and may be restored, reconstructed or replaced in a
required street yard in conformance with section 10-7-3 of this zoning ordinance.
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FIGURE 1: BUILDING HEIGHT SETBACK PLANE1

(Ord. 2944, 2-2-2017)
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(E) Method For Measuring Rear Yards: (See figure 3, "Measuring Rear Yards", of this
subsection.)
1. In all cases, the dimension of the minimum rear yard shall be twenty five percent
(25%) of lot depth. This dimension shall be determined by measuring from the deepest
point of the rear lot line to the street lot line.
2. On an interior lot, the rear yard shall be measured from that lot line that is most
distant from, and parallel to, the street lot line.
3. On a pie shaped or irregularly shaped lot, the rear yard shall be measured from a
chord that is a minimum of ten feet (10') in length and parallel to the narrowest street lot
line.
4. Corner lots shall have only one (1) rear yard. This rear yard shall be opposite the
narrowest street lot line.
FIGURE 2: MEASURING STREET YARDS

(F) Method For Measuring Side Yards: (See figure 4, "Measuring Side Yards", of this
subsection.)
1. Each required side yard shall be a minimum width equal to, or greater than, ten
percent (10%) of the lot width, as measured at the widest point of the lot, or five feet (5'),
whichever is greater.
2. On a corner lot, the side yard shall be opposite the longer street line. A lot line
separating a lot from a street is considered a street lot line.
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FIGURE 3: MEASURING REAR YARDS

(Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
(G) Prohibited Building Materials Within Residential Districts: The following building
materials shall be prohibited as the predominant surface finish material in the construction
of new residential buildings and related accessory structures within the residential
districts. However, such materials may be used as part of decorative or detail elements, or
as part of the exterior construction that is not used as a surface finish material.
1. Standard concrete masonry units (CMU).
2. King size or jumbo brick.
3. Exposed aggregate (rough finish) concrete wall panels.
4. Plywood, composite plywood or masonite sidings (T-111).
5. Plastic.
6. Mirrored glass.
7. Metal wall panels.
8. Exterior insulation finish systems (EIFS) (e.g., "Dryvit") on the ground floor of any
building; upper story use is discouraged.
9. Stuccato boards.
10. Fiber cement panel sheeting materials.
11. Aluminum, steel or other metal sidings, other than metal tile or shingle roofing or
metal standing seam roofing which are permitted. (Ord. 2959, 7-20-2017)
(H) Exception To Yard Location For Townhouse And Multi-Family Development In R-3
And R-4 Districts:
1. In the case of a townhouse or multi-family development in the R3 or R4 District
located on a corner lot, the street lot line used to determine the location of the rear yard
shall be the longer street lot line only if the development is designed with the majority of
the front façade of the development facing the longer street lot line. In such case, the
interior side lot line shall be that opposite the shorter street lot line. (See figure 4A of this
section.)
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2. To determine the required dimensions of the rear yard and interior side yard, "lot
depth" for the rear yard shall be measured from the longer street lot line to the rear lot line,
and "lot width" shall be measured from the shorter street lot line to the interior side lot
line. (See figure 4A of this section.)
3. Street yards shall be as required by this section.
4. However, to determine compliance with the minimum lot width and lot frontage
requirements of the district, as required by section 10-4-5, table 3, "Residential Districts
Bulk Requirements", of this chapter in which the lot is located, the shortest street frontage
of the lot shall be used, in accordance with the measurement methods established for lot
frontage and lot width by this section.
FIGURE 4: MEASURING SIDE YARDS

(Ord. 2593, 11-20-2006)
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10-4-4: GENERAL STANDARDS OF APPLICABILITY:
(A) Accessory Structures And Uses: See section 10-7-3, "Accessory Structures And Uses",
of this zoning ordinance for standards covering accessory buildings, structures and uses.
(B) Landscaping And Screening: See chapter 9, "Landscaping And Screening", of this
zoning ordinance and title 8, chapter 5 of the Municipal Code for standards governing
landscaping and screening.
(C) Off Street Parking: See chapter 8, "Off Street Parking", of this zoning ordinance for
standards governing off street parking.
(D) Permitted Encroachments: See section 10-7-4, "Permitted Encroachments", of this
zoning ordinance for standards governing encroachments.
(E) Temporary Uses: See section 10-6-3, "Temporary Uses", of this zoning ordinance for
standards governing temporary uses. (Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
FIGURE 4A: MEASURING INTERIOR SIDE YARDS

32

3. When an existing parking lot is expanded by twenty five percent (25%) or more of
the total surface area.
(B) All new development must comply with location and screening standards for refuse
containers. (Ord. 2627, 7-16-2007)
CHAPTER 11
DEFINITIONS
SECTION:
10-11-1: Generally
10-11-2: Uses
10-11-3: Uses Defined
10-11-4: Other Terms Defined
10-11-1: GENERALLY:
The language set forth in the text of this zoning ordinance shall be interpreted in
accordance with the following rules of construction:
(A) The singular number includes the plural, and the plural the singular.
(B) The present tense includes the past and future tenses, and the future tense includes
the present.
(C) The word "shall" is mandatory, while the word "may" is permissive.
(D) The masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter.
(E) Whenever a word or term defined hereinafter appears in the text of this zoning
ordinance, its meaning shall be construed as set forth in the definition thereof, and any
word appearing in parentheses, between a word and its definition herein, shall be
construed in the same sense as that word. Words herein not defined shall be interpreted in
accordance with the definitions considered to be normal dictionary usage.
(F) The words and terms in this chapter, wherever they occur in this zoning ordinance,
shall be construed as herein defined. (Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
10-11-2: USES:
(A) Certain terms in section 10-11-3 of this chapter are defined to be inclusive of many
uses in order to eliminate overly detailed lists of uses in the zoning districts established by
this zoning ordinance.
(B) A use that is not specifically listed in a zoning district or does not fall within a use
definition as defined in this chapter, or as interpreted pursuant to section 10-2-3,
"Interpretation", of this zoning ordinance, shall be prohibited. (Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
10-11-3: USES DEFINED:
ADULT-USE CANNABIS BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT: An adult-use cannabis craft grower,
cultivation center, dispensing organization, infuser organization, processing organization,
or transporting organization, per the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act.
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ADULT-USE CANNABIS CRAFT GROWER: A facility operated by an organization or business
that is licensed by the Illinois Department of Agriculture to cultivate, dry, cure and package
cannabis and perform other necessary activities to make cannabis available for sale at a
dispensing organization or use at a processing organization, per the Cannabis Regulation
and Tax Act.
ADULT-USE CANNABIS CULTIVATION CENTER: A facility operated by an organization or
business that is licensed by the Illinois Department of Agriculture to cultivate, process,
transport and perform necessary activities to provide cannabis and cannabis-infused
products to licensed cannabis business establishments, per the Cannabis Regulation and
Tax Act.
ADULT-USE CANNABIS DISPENSING ORGANIZATION: A facility operated by an
organization or business that is licensed by the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation to acquire cannabis from licensed cannabis business
establishments for the purpose of selling or dispensing cannabis, cannabis-infused
products, cannabis seeds, paraphernalia or related supplies to purchasers or to qualified
registered medical cannabis patients and caregivers, per the Cannabis Regulation and Tax
Act.
ADULT-USE CANNABIS INFUSER ORGANIZATION OR INFUSER: A facility operated by an
organization or business that is licensed by the Illinois Department of Agriculture to
directly incorporate cannabis or cannabis concentrate into a product formulation to
produce a cannabis-infused product, per the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act.
ADULT-USE CANNABIS PROCESSING ORGANIZATION OR PROCESSOR: A facility operated
by an organization or business that is licensed by the Illinois Department of Agriculture to
either extract constituent chemicals or compounds to produce cannabis concentrate
or incorporate cannabis or cannabis concentrate into a product formulation to produce a
cannabis product, per the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act.
ADULT-USE CANNABIS TRANSPORTING ORGANIZATION OR TRANSPORTER: An
organization or business that is licensed by the Illinois Department of Agriculture to
transport cannabis on behalf of a cannabis business establishment or a community college
licensed under the Community College Cannabis Vocational Training Pilot Program, per the
Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act.
ANIMAL SHELTER: A facility operated, owned, or maintained by a duly incorporated
humane society, animal welfare society, or other non-profit organization for the purpose of
providing for and promoting the welfare, protection, and humane treatment of household
domestic animals. This definition shall include, but is not limited to, pet adoption centers
and animal rescue shelters.
ART GALLERY: An establishment engaged in the sale, loan or display of paintings, sculpture
or other works of art. This does not include libraries, museums or noncommercial art
galleries.
ARTIST STUDIO: A place designed to be used as a place of work by an artist, artisan,
craftsperson, etc., including persons engaged in the application of fine arts, such as, but not
limited to, drawing, vocal or instrumental music, painting, photography, sculpture, and
writing.
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ARTS INSTRUCTION STUDIO: An establishment where classes in arts and crafts, dance,
vocal or instrumental music, or similar uses are taught for a fee. This use does not include
exotic dance studios or establishments with nude modeling.
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY: An institution which provides daily assistance and residence
for elderly older adults and disabled persons who require assistance and which has
installed convenience features designed for the needs of these populations and provides
common dining facilities, medical and/or nursing services, housekeeping, laundry,
transportation, and organized social activities. This definition includes nursing homes and
congregate care facilities, but does not include "independent elderly housingliving", as
defined herein.
ATTACHED WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY (ANTENNA): Personal wireless
telecommunication facility antennas that are affixed to existing support structures
including, but not limited to, existing buildings, steeples, monopoles, towers, water tanks
and utility poles. Personal wireless telecommunication support structures proposed to be
newly established shall not be included within this definition. Small wireless facilities, as
defined and regulated by title 8, chapter 14, "Small Wireless Facilities", of the Municipal
Code shall not be included within this definition.
BANQUET OR CONFERENCE FACILITY: An establishment that primarily hosts ceremonial,
professional, or other special gatherings to numerous persons on the premises and which
follows the same food, meal, and alcoholic beverage standards outlined for a Place of
Assembly. Facilities such as dance floors and live entertainment spaces may be permissible,
with proper Village approvals, as accessory uses only as part of the overall banquet or
conference facility.
BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENT: This use is limited to single- family residences,
occupied by an owner/operator, which offer lodging on a temporary basis to paying guests
in no more than five (5) guestroom(s) without cooking facilities, in operation for more than
ten (10) nights in a twelve (12) month period, and in which breakfast may be provided to
such paying guests. "Bed and breakfast establishment" is differentiated from hotels or
motels in that such an establishment was typically designed originally as a single-family
residence, and in that it affords guests the opportunity to visit with the owner in a homelike
environment. Guests do not include members of the owner/operator's family.
BODY PIERCING STUDIO: An establishment whose primary business activity, either in
terms of operation or as held out to the public, is the practice of creating an opening in the
body of a person for the purpose of inserting jewelry or other decoration.
BREWPUB: See definition and related regulations in title 3, chapter 2 of the Municipal Code.
CANNABIS REGULATION AND TAX ACT: The Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, (P.A. 1010027), as amended from time-to-time, and regulations promulgated thereunder.
CEMETERY: This use includes cemeteries for the burial of people or animals, mausoleums
and memorial parks, excluding crematoriums.
CLUBS AND LODGES: This use includes buildings and facilities that are operated by a
corporation, association or membership organization for a social, service or recreational
purpose primarily for members and their guests, and not primarily for profit or to render a
service that is customarily carried on as a business.
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COACH HOUSE DWELLING UNIT: A dwelling unit located above or within the same building
as a detached accessory building which had been originally designed to house coaches,
carriages or other vehicles.
COMMUNITY RESIDENCE: A group residence consisting of a group home or specialized
residential care home licensed, certified or accredited by the appropriate State or Federal
agencies, and serving as a single housekeeping unit for the housing of unrelated persons
with mental or physical disabilities who share responsibilities, meals, recreation, social
activities and other aspects of residential living. "Community residence" does not include a
residence which services persons as an alternative to incarceration for a criminal offense,
or persons whose primary reason for placement is substance or alcohol abuse; nor does it
include a nursing or medical facility.
Community Residence, Large: A community residence providing living accommodations
for more than eight (8) residents, including disabled persons and live-in staff. Visiting staff
who do not reside within the community residence shall not be counted for purposes of
establishing the number of residents.
Community Residence, Small: A community residence providing living accommodations
for no more than eight (8) residents, including disabled persons and live-in staff. Visiting
staff who do not reside within the community residence shall not be counted for purposes
of establishing the number of residents.
COMPLETE STREETS: A transportation policy and design approach that requires streets to
be planned, designed, operated, and maintained to enable safe, convenient, and
comfortable travel and access for all anticipated roadway users, regardless of their age,
abilities, or mode of travel. [Source:Complete Streets Toolkit, Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning]
COWORKING SPACE: A structure comprised of communal and private workspaces in a
shared office environment, typically utilized by one or more businesses, entrepreneurs,
and/or independent contractors. Typically categorized with general office as a use type.
CRAFT DISTILLERY: See definition and related regulations in title 3, chapter 2 of the
Municipal Code.
CULTURAL FACILITY: This use includes, but is not limited to, gathering places and services
to the public including museums, community centers, cultural centers, and libraries and
other similar uses that are open to the public. This use shall not include "motion picture
theater" as defined herein or "live entertainment", as defined in section 3-23-1 of the
municipal code.
CURRENCY EXCHANGE: A commercial use that exchanges common currencies, sells money
orders or cashier's checks, and cashes checks as its principal business activity. This use
shall not include a "financial institution", as defined in this section.
DAYCARE CENTER, ADULT: Daycare centers that provide for the care of adults for a period
of less than twenty four (24) hours, but not overnight, where services are designed to meet
the needs of adults through individual plans of care. Each facility shall, at a minimum, meet
the standards and guidelines for adult daycare services as provided by the National Adult
Day Services Association, a unit of the National Council On The Aging, Inc., or successor
agency.
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DAYCARE CENTER, CHILD: This use includes any child daycare facility, whether
established for gain or otherwise, which regularly provides care for less than twenty four
(24) hours per day for more than three (3) children in a facility other than a residential
dwelling. "Child daycare center" does not include programs operated by public or private
elementary or secondary schools.
DAYCARE HOME: This use includes any dwelling in which a permanent occupant of the
dwelling provides care for more than three (3) to a maximum of sixteen (16) children other
than the resident family's natural, adopted or foster children for gain or otherwise, that is
licensed by the state as a daycare home and/or night care home in accordance with the
Illinois department of children and family services licensing standards for day and night
care homes. This use does not include facilities that receive children from a single
household or a daycare center which is not occupied as a residence.
DWELLING UNIT, MULTIPLE-FAMILY: Buildings containing three (3) or more dwellings,
where each dwelling unit is provided with an individual entrance to a common hallway
shared with other dwelling units in any vertical or horizontal arrangement. This use may
include apartments and condominiums, but does not include "two-family dwelling units",
"townhouse dwelling units" or "independent elderly housingliving", as defined herein.
DWELLING UNIT, SINGLE-FAMILY: A building designed exclusively for occupancy by one
family.
DWELLING UNIT, TOWNHOUSE: A building that consists of a row of three (3) or more
attached dwelling units that share common firewalls, where each unit has its own
individual exterior entrance.
DWELLING UNIT, TWO-FAMILY: A building that is designed for occupancy by two (2)
separate and distinct families. The two (2) separate and distinct dwelling units may be
situated either vertically or horizontally to one another, but each shall have its own
individual exterior entrance.
ELECTRIC VEHICLE: A vehicle that uses one or more electric motors for propulsion,
particularly operating either partially or exclusively on electrical energy from an off-board
source that is stored on board. Some electric vehicles may generate propulsion by a
battery that converts solar power via solar panels into electricity using fuel cells or a
generator. An electric vehicle may be either fully electric or a hybrid electric/gas-powered.
An electric vehicle typically recharges by plugging into an electric vehicle charging station.
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION: Equipment designed to transfer electric energy
by conductive or inductive means to charge an electric vehicle battery or other energy
storage device in an electric vehicle. The station may be mounted on a wall, affixed to a
freestanding pole, or designed as a freestanding kiosk. A station may offer varying levels of
charging: (A) Level 1 is considered slow charging at 120 volts or less; (B) Level 2 is
considered medium charging at a range between 120 volts and 240 volts with the charging
head and cord hard-wired to the circuit; and (C) Level 3 is considered fast or rapid charging
at 240 volts or greater.
FINANCIAL INSTITUTION: This use includes establishments, the principal use of or
purpose is the provision of financial services including, but not limited to, bank facilities for
teller and walk-up automated teller machines ("ATMs"), credit unions, savings and loan
institutions, and mortgage companies. This use does not include "currency exchange", as
defined in this section.
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FUNERAL HOME: An establishment used for the preparation of the deceased for burial and
display of the deceased, and the rituals connected therewith, before burial or cremation.
GAS STATION: That portion of property where flammable or combustible liquids or gases
used as fuel are stored and dispersed from fixed equipment into the fuel tanks of motor
vehicles. Electric vehicle charging stations may be provided at a gas station.
HOME OCCUPATION: A gainful occupation or profession conducted by a member of a
family residing on the premises, and where the business or profession is conducted within
the dwelling. "Home occupation" includes an accessory use of a dwelling unit by a resident
thereof for gainful employment involving the provision or sale of goods and/or services.
"Home occupations" shall include home offices and studios that do not generate significant
customer or client traffic.
HOTEL/MOTEL: This use includes facilities in which guestrooms or suites are reserved to
provide temporary living and sleeping accommodations for temporary or transient guests
with no provisions for such rooms to have cooking in any individual room or suite. Such
uses may include accessory uses such as restaurants, lounges, and meeting rooms.
INDEPENDENT ELDERLY HOUSINGLIVING: A multiple-family residential complex
containing dwellings that are limited to occupancy by persons who are fifty five (55) years
of age or older or, if two (2) persons occupy a unit, at least one shall be fifty five (55) years
or older. Such facilities may include a congregate meals program in a common dining area,
but exclude assisted living or institutional care, such as medical or nursing care. These
complexes may offer minimal convenience services, but focus on attracting elderly older
adult residents to provide a social support system among the residents.
JUNK DEALER: As defined in section 3-15-1 of the municipal code.
LIVE/WORK SPACE: A structure or portion of a structure combining a residential living
space with an integrated work space principally used by one or more of the residents. The
typical arrangement of a live/work space encompasses an office or work space at the
ground floor and living quarters above. Single-story arrangements are also possible
provided it maintains the typical defining feature of keeping a distinct separation between
the office or work space and the living quarters. The non-residential space shall not exceed
50% of the total floor area. A live/work space differs from a home occupation in that the
former may have employees and generate significant customers or client traffic just like
any other commercial use in a non-residential building, while the latter may generate little
to no customer or client traffic. Typically categorized with general office as a use type.
MEDICAL CANNABIS DISPENSING ORGANIZATION: A facility operated by an organization
or business registered by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation
to acquire medical cannabis from a registered cannabis cultivation center for the purpose
of dispensing cannabis, paraphernalia, or related supplies and educational materials to
registered qualifying patients, individuals with a provisional registration for qualifying
patient cardholder status, or an Opiod Alternative Pilot Program participant.
MICROBREWERY: See definition and related regulations in title 3, chapter 2 of the
municipal code.
MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICE STATION: Such use includes, but is not limited to, minor repairs
to motor vehicles, including repair or replacement of cooling, electrical, fuel and exhaust
systems, brake adjustments, relining and repairs, wheel servicing, alignment and balancing,
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repair and replacement of shock absorbers, and replacement or adjustment of mufflers and
tailpipes, hoses, belts, light bulbs, fuses, windshield wipers/wiper blades, grease retainers,
wheel bearings, and the like. "Motor vehicle service station" includes establishments where
gasoline and/or fuel oil, and oil, grease, batteries, tires and automobile accessories are sold
in addition to the repair facilities. Electric vehicle charging stations may be provided at a
motor vehicle service station.
OFFICE, GOVERNMENT: This use includes administrative offices for local, state or federal
government operations that may or may not have direct contact with the public.
OFFICE, PROFESSIONAL: This use includes administrative, executive, professional,
research, nonprofit, or similar organizations that may have contact with the public,
provided that no merchandise or merchandising services are sold on the premises, except
that which is incidental or accessory to the principal "professional office" use. These
include offices of physicians, dentists, insurance, real estate or other administrative
professionals, as well as coworking spaces and live/work spaces.
OUTDOOR CAFEDINING: The consumption of food outdoors when served with outdoor
table service and/or the consumption of alcohol outdoors.
PARK/PLAYGROUND, PUBLIC: This use includes, but is not limited to, public open space,
parks, botanical gardens, arboretums, nature preserves and forest preserve property,
which may be improved with amenities for passive recreation such as trails, gardens,
benches and play equipment. "Park/playground" shall not include "recreation, indoor and
outdoor", as defined herein.
PARKING LOT, OFF STREET: This use shall include public or private open areas, other than
a street or public right of way, used for the temporary storage (parking) of operable
passenger automobiles and commercial vehicles, and available to the public, whether for
compensation, free or as an accommodation for clients, employees or customers. This use
shall also include the areas provided for residents, employees and visitors of multiplefamily dwellings, available to the general public.
PARKING STRUCTURE: A structure composed of one or more levels or floors used for the
parking or storage of motor vehicles.
PAWNSHOP: Any establishment that loans money on deposit of personal property or deals
in the purchase or possession of personal property on the condition of selling the same
back to the depositor, or loans or advances money on personal property by taking chattel
mortgage security thereon, and takes or receives such personal property. No person shall
operate the business of pawnshop within the village.
PERSONAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT: An establishment or place of business primarily
engaged in providing individual services related to personal needs. Typical uses include,
but are not limited to, beauty or barber shops, medical or dental clinic, veterinary clinic,
massage or physical therapy, dry cleaning establishments (only with off site plants),
laundromats, shoe repair shops, tanning salons, and tailor shops. The term does not include
massage parlors (as defined in section 6-1-18 of the municipal code), tattoo parlors or body
piercing studios.
PLACE OF ASSEMBLY: A building or facility for civic, cultural, educational, political,
religious or social purposes. "Places of assembly" includes such activities as clubs and
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lodges, cultural facilities (museums, community centers, libraries, etc.) and places of
worship.
PLACE OF ASSEMBLY: A premises where members or patrons gather together generally for
a common purpose including, but not limited to, civic, cultural, fraternal, political, religious
or social purpose. The serving of food and alcoholic beverages on the premises shall be
permitted with Village approvals, provided it is secondary and incidental to the promotion
of some other common objective of the organization and is in compliance with applicable
Federal, State, and County laws. Meals may be prepared and served onsite provided that
adequate dining room space and kitchen facilities are available. Food, meals, and alcoholic
beverages may also be provided by third party vendors.
PLAZA: A public or private area generally open to the public used for passive recreational
activities and relaxation. Plazas can be landscaped or paved and are typically provided with
amenities, such as seating, drinking and ornamental fountains, public art, etc., for use by
and benefit of pedestrians.
PRECIOUS METALS DEALER: As defined in section 3-15-1 of the municipal code.
RECREATION, INDOOR OR OUTDOOR: This use includes, but is not limited to, indoor and
outdoor recreational facilities including public and private golf courses, golf driving ranges,
public swimming pools and tennis courts, ball fields, ball courts, skateboard facilities and
other facilities which are either indoor or outdoor facilities and are open to the public or
are open on a commercial or membership basis. "Recreation, indoor or outdoor" shall not
include "park/playground", as defined herein.
RESTAURANT: A structure in which the principal use is the preparation and sale of food
and beverages for consumption on the premises or for carryout. "Restaurant" shall not
include snack bars or refreshment stands accessory to "recreation, indoor or outdoor"
facilities as defined herein.
RETAIL SALES ESTABLISHMENT: An establishment or place of business that provides
goods and/or services directly to the consumer where such goods are available for
immediate purchase or rental and removal from the premises by the purchaser. This use
specifically excludes currency exchanges, pawnshops, and any Adult-Use or Medical
Cannabis Dispensing Organization. The term does not include junk dealers or precious
metals dealers as defined in section 3-15-1 of the municipal code.
SCHOOL, PROFESSIONAL, VOCATIONAL: A school, other than a community college or four
(4) year college/university, that provides vocational and technical training in a variety of
technical subjects and trades for specific occupations.
SCHOOL, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE: A public or private institution or operation for the
education of children or adults.
SCHOOL, SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTIONAL: A school providing classes in driving, test
preparation, cooking, martial arts, exercise, yoga, pilates or similar uses that are taught for
a fee. This use does not include professional, vocational schools.
SMALL WIRELESS FACILITY: See definition in section 8-14-3 of the Municipal Code.
TATTOO PARLOR: An establishment whose business activity, either in terms of operation
or as held out to the public, is the practice of placing designs, letters, figures, symbols, or
other marks upon or under the skin of any person, using ink or other substance that results
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in the permanent coloration of the skin, by means of the use of needles or other
instruments designed to contact or puncture the skin.
THEATER, MOTION PICTURE: A commercial establishment that projects motion pictures
and is open to the public.
UTILITY, LOCAL OR REGIONAL: Utility substations or transmission and local distribution
facilities including telephone, electric, natural gas and all government owned utilities. This
use does not include utility poles or lines or wireless telecommunication facilities.
UTILITY, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE: Utility substations or transmission and local distribution
facilities including telephone, electric, natural gas and all government owned utilities. This
use does not include utility poles or lines, or wireless telecommunication facilities.
VACATION RENTAL: A dwelling unit or portion thereof offered for rent for a period not to
exceed thirty (30) consecutive days to any person other than a member of the owner's
family. The term "vacation rental" shall not include hotels or motels or bed and breakfast
establishments, nor shall it include "house swapping" where a homeowner switches or
trades homes with another homeowner in a different town for a short period of time for a
vacation and no money is exchanged. Vacation rentals are further regulated in title 3,
chapter 26, "Vacation Rentals", of the Municipal Code.
WIRELESS SUPPORT STRUCTURE FOR SMALL WIRELESS FACILITIES: See definition in
section 8-14-3 of the Municipal Code.
WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION SUPPORT STRUCTURE (TOWER): Structures erected or
modified to support personal wireless telecommunication antennas. Support structures
within this definition shall include, but shall not be limited to, buildings, monopoles, utility
poles, light poles, wood poles and guyed towers, or other structures that appear to be
something other than a support structure, such as a clock tower or steeple. Wireless
support structures erected or modified to support small wireless facilities (wireless
support structures for small wireless facilities), as defined and regulated by title 8, chapter
14, "Small Wireless Facilities", of the Municipal Code, shall not be included within this
definition. (Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005; amd. Ord. 2701, 3-3-2009; Ord. 2718, 5-18-2009; Ord.
2777, 10-3-2011; Ord. 2778, 10-17-2011; Ord. 2823, 9-19-2013; Ord. 2902, 3-17-2016;
Ord. 2908, 5-5-2016; Ord. 2918, 8-18-2016; Ord. 2953, 6-15-2017; Ord. 3002, 10-18-2018;
Ord. 3022, 9-5-2019)
10-11-4: OTHER TERMS DEFINED:
ACCESSIBILITY RAMP: A ramp or similar structure which provides wheelchair or similar
access to a building.
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE: A subordinate structure that is located on the same lot or parcel
as the principal building. The use of an accessory structure shall be incidental to that of the
principal building thereon.
ACCESSORY USE: A use that is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use
of a lot or the main building thereon, and located on the same lot or parcel as the principal
use or building.
ADDITION OR ENLARGEMENT: Any construction that increases the size of a building or
structure in terms of site coverage, height, length, width, or floor area.
ADJACENT: Abutting, contiguous or touching.
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ADJOINING: To be separated by common property lines or lot lines; abutting, contiguous or
touching.
ANTENNA: Any system of wires, poles, rods, reflecting disks or similar devices used for
transmitting signals to a receiver or receiving station or for receiving television, radio, data,
communications or other signals from other antennas, satellites or other services.
APPURTENANCE: A portion of a building that is higher than the remainder of the building it
accompanies. In the residential districts, an appurtenance must meet building height
requirements unless otherwise specifically permitted by this zoning ordinance. In the
business districts, the cross section of an "appurtenance" may take any form but shall not
exceed a square of nine feet by nine feet (9' x 9') and ten feet (10') in height. A "tower" shall
be considered an "appurtenance" but shall not be subject to the cross section limitations of
the business districts. A "tower" that exceeds the maximum permitted building height in a
residential district or more than ten feet (10') above the building height in a business
district shall be subject to a special use.
ARBOR: A freestanding structure used in the garden to support vines or climbing plants.
ARTICULATION: The creation of light and shadows by various planes and/or openings on a
building façade.
ATTACHED STRUCTURE: A structure that has at least part of a wall in common with
another structure. Breezeways that connect detached buildings shall not be considered
attached structures or to attach structures.
ATTIC: For residential buildings, the space between the ceiling beams of the top story and
the roof rafters. If that space has a ceiling height of more than seven feet six inches (7'6")
for over fifty percent (50%) of its area, then it shall count as a story. This space may be
used for either storage or as habitable living area, provided that it does not contain a
kitchen.
AWNING: A rooflike shelter of canvas or other material which extends over a doorway or
window in order to provide protection from the sun or rain.
BALCONY: A platform which projects from the exterior wall of a building above the ground
floor, exposed to the open air and has direct access to the interior of the building, and is not
supported by posts or columns extending to the ground.
BASEMENT: That portion of a building that is wholly or partly below grade, but so located
so that it has at least fifty percent (50%) of the distance between the ceiling and floor
below grade.
BAY WINDOW: An angular or curved projection from a building filled by fenestration.
BERM: An earthen mound designed to provide visual interest on a site, screen undesirable
views, reduce noise or fulfill other such purposes.
BOWLING ALLEY: Indoor facility for the sport of tenpin or duckpin bowling, with
customary accessory uses such as snack bars.
BREEZEWAY: A roofed, open sided structure that connects a principal building(s) on a
property with an accessory building(s). A "breezeway" shall not be considered an attached
structure or to attach structures, but shall be included in building coverage and impervious
surface calculations.
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BUFFER YARD: A required portion of an interior side or rear yard setback that shall be
maintained with a screen fence and/or landscape material to provide screening from
abutting residential properties.
BUILD-TO LINE, FRONT: An established distance from the front and corner side property
line along which the building shall be required to be built.
BUILDING COVERAGE: The maximum area of a lot expressed as a percentage of the total lot
area, which may be occupied by the principal building and accessory structures, as well as
any above grade structure, including porches, decks, swimming pools, stoops and other
structures that are over twelve inches (12") in height. "Building coverage" shall exclude
pavement, driveways, walkways, gravel areas, and gardens or landscape areas. See also the
definition of Impervious Surface.
BUILDING HEIGHT: The vertical distance measured from the top of the foundation of an
existing building at the center point of the front door, or from a point three feet (3') above
existing grade at the center point of the front door, whichever is lower, to the highest point
of a flat roof or parapet, to the deck line of a mansard roof, and to the mean point between
the eaves and the ridge of a gable, hip or gambrel roof. If there is no existing building,
building height measurement shall begin at the center of the front property line along the
existing sidewalk, as specified on the site grading plan. In the case of a pitched roof, the
peak of a pitched roof may extend above the specified "building height" only in the amount
permitted by this zoning ordinance. Chimneys, spires, towers, elevator penthouses, and
other similar appurtenances, other than signs, shall not be included in calculating "building
height". The method for measuring building height is illustrated in figure 13, "Measuring
Building Height", of this definition.
However, in the B1 district, "building height" is the vertical distance measured from the
ceiling of the uppermost story and the mean grade of the front sidewalk opposite the
building or, if higher than the sidewalk grade, the mean existing grade of the lot at the
building line.
FIGURE 13: MEASURING BUILDING HEIGHT
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CALIPER: The American Association of Nurserymen standard for trunk measurement of
nursery stock, as measured at six inches (6") above the ground for trees up to and including
four inch (4") caliper size, and as measured at twelve inches (12") above the ground for
larger sizes.
CANOPY: A rooflike shelter of canvas or other material which extends over a doorway, or
window in order to provide protection from the sun or rain and which is held by a frame
which is supported by the ground.
CARNIVAL: A traveling or transportable group or aggregation of rides, shows, games
and/or concessions, or any combination thereof.
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT: The central business district shall be the area that is
identified as such on the central business district boundary map included as appendix A of
this zoning ordinance.
CHIMNEY: A vertical shaft of reinforced concrete, masonry, or other approved material
enclosing one or more flues, for the purpose of removing products of combustion from
solid, liquid, or gaseous fuel.
COLLOCATION: The location of two (2) or more personal wireless telecommunication
antennas on a common structure, tower, building or other support structure. Collocation
has the effect of reducing the overall number of structures required to support personal
wireless telecommunication antennas within the community.
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE: Any vehicle operated for the transportation of persons or
property in the furtherance of any commercial or industrial enterprise, for hire or not for
hire, but not including a commuter van, a vehicle used in a ridesharing arrangement when
being used for that purpose, or a recreational vehicle not being used commercially.
CONCEALED FACILITY: A personal wireless telecommunication support structure which is
designed to resemble a natural object or architectural feature that is not a wireless
telecommunication facility such as a clock tower, bell steeple, light pole or similar
alternative design.
CORNICE: Any horizontal member, structural or nonstructural, of any building, projecting
outward from the exterior walls at the roofline, including eaves and other roof overhang.
DECK: A structure without a roof or walls, attached to a principal building and designed as
a raised platform, and connected by structural supports at grade or by the building
structure.
DETACHED STRUCTURE: A structure that is separated from other structures on the same
lot.
EASEMENT: Land which has been designed by lawful agreement between the owner(s) of
the land and a person(s) for a specified use only by such person(s).
EAVE: The projecting lower edges of a roof overhanging the wall of a building.
ENCROACHMENT: The extension or placement of any structure or building, or component
of such, into a required yard.
FARM STAND: A temporary open air stand or place for the seasonal selling of agricultural
produce. A "farm stand" is portable and capable of being dismantled or removed from the
sales site.
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FARMERS' MARKET: The seasonal selling or offering for sale of homegrown vegetables or
produce, occurring in a predesignated area where the vendors are generally individuals
who have raised the vegetables or produce or have taken the same on consignment for
retail sale.
FENCE: An enclosure or barrier, such as wooden posts, iron, etc., used as a boundary,
means of protection, privacy screening or confinement, but not including hedges, shrubs,
trees or other natural growth.
FENESTRATION: The arrangement of windows on a building.
FLOOR AREA, GROSS (GFA): The sum of the gross areas of the several floors of a building or
buildings, measured from the exterior faces of exterior walls or from the centerlines of
walls separating two (2) attached dwelling units. "Gross floor area" shall not include
underground parking spaces, uncovered steps or exterior balconies.
FOOT-CANDLE: A unit of illumination. It is equivalent to the illumination at all points that
are one foot (1') distant from uniform source of one (1) candlepower.
GRADE: The average level of the finished surface of the ground adjacent to the exterior
walls of the building.
GRASSCRETE: A monolithic continuously reinforced concrete slab with perforations. The
perforations allow water percolation and landscape penetration not possible using typical
cast in place channel linings.
GREENHOUSE, PRIVATE: A building or structure constructed chiefly of glass, glasslike or
translucent material, cloth or lath, which is devoted to the protection or cultivation of
flowers or other tender plants.
HEDGE: A row of closely planted shrubs, bushes or other types of plants.
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE: A measure of intensity of land use that represents the portion of a
site that is occupied by buildings, structures, pavement and other impervious surfaces that
do not allow for the absorption of water. Live landscape materials, turf and mulch that is
used to retain moisture around landscape material shall not be included as impervious
surface. Semipervious surface areas (e.g., permeable pavers) may be counted as impervious
surface at a reduced rate based on the coefficient of permeability.
KING SIZE OR JUMBO BRICK: A generic term indicating a brick larger in size than the
standard. Some brick manufacturers use this term to describe oversize brick of specific
dimensions manufactured by them.
LIGHTING, FULLY SHIELDED: A fixture that is shielded in such a manner that light rays
emitted by the fixture, either directly from the lamp or indirectly from the fixture, are
projected below a horizontal plane running through the lowest point on the fixture where
light is emitted.
LIGHTING, UNSHIELDED: A fixture that allows light, either directly from the lamp or
indirectly from the fixture or a reflector, to be emitted above the horizontal plane running
through the lowest point on the fixture where light is emitted.
LOADING SPACE: A space within a loading facility exclusive of driveways, aisles,
maneuvering areas, ramps, columns, landscaping areas, office, and work areas for the
temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading or unloading goods or materials,
and which abuts upon a street, alley, or other appropriate means of access.
LOT: A parcel or tract of land.
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LOT, CORNER: A lot located at the intersection of two (2) streets which has a street
frontage in excess of one hundred feet (100') as measured along the street lot line.
LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE: A lot having frontage on two (2) nonintersecting streets, as
distinguished from a "corner lot".
LOT FRONTAGE:
(A) For lots with two (2) "side lot lines", "lot frontage" shall be that uninterrupted linear
or curvilinear extent of a lot line measured along the street right-of-way from the
intersection of one "side lot line" to the intersection of the other "side lot line".
(B) For lots with one (1) "side lot line", where the "street lot line" is generally curved
along the intersection of two (2) streets, "lot frontage" shall be measured tangentially along
the narrower street lot line according to the following method, as illustrated in figure 14 of
this definition.
1. Using each existing interior lot line, project a parallel line to the opposite street side,
tangent to the outermost point of that street lot line.
2. Measure the length of each projected line from the point at which the two (2)
projected lines intersect to the point at which each projected line intersects the interior lot
line. The shorter of the two (2) projected lines shall be considered to contain the shorter
"street lot line". The length of this shorter projected line shall be considered to be the "lot
frontage" dimension.
Figure 14: LOT FRONTAGE
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To measure "lot frontage":
(A) Using existing interior lot line 1, project a parallel line to the opposite street side,
tangent to the outermost point of that street lot line (tangent point A).
1. This creates projected interior lot line 1.
(B) Using existing interior lot line 2, project a parallel line to the opposite street side,
tangent to the outermost point of that street lot line (tangent point B).
1. This creates projected interior lot line 2.
(C) Measure the lengths of projected interior lot lines 1 and 2 from the point of
intersection of these two (2) projected lines to the intersection with each existing interior
lot line.
1. In example 1, both existing interior lot lines need to be extended to intersect the
projected interior lot lines (point C).
2. In example 2, existing interior lot line 1 needs to be extended to intersect projected
interior lot line 2 (point C). In example 2, tangent point A serves as the point of intersection
between existing interior lot line 2 and projected interior lot line 1.
(D) The shorter of these two (2) lines is the "lot frontage" dimension; in both examples,
projected interior lot line 1 is the "lot frontage" dimension.
LOT, INTERIOR: A lot other than a "corner lot" or "double frontage lot".
LOT LINE, INTERIOR (Residential Districts): An "interior lot line" is any lot line not
abutting a street.
LOT LINE, REAR (Residential Districts): The "rear lot line" is the lot line opposite and most
distant from the street lot line. The "rear lot line" on irregular, triangular or gore lots shall,
for the purpose of this zoning ordinance, be a line entirely within the lot at least ten feet
(10') long, and parallel to, and most distant from, the street lot line. On a "corner lot", the
"rear lot line" shall be opposite the narrower "street lot line". (See figure 15, "Rear Lot
Line", of this definition.)
FIGURE 15: REAR LOT LINE
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LOT LINE, SIDE (Residential Districts): A "side lot line" is any lot line that is not a "street lot
line" or "rear lot line". A "side lot line" separating a lot from another lot is a "side lot line".
On a "corner lot", the "side lot line" shall be opposite the longer "street lot line". A lot line
separating a lot from a street is considered a "street lot line". (See figure 16, "Side Lot Line",
of this definition.)
FIGURE 16: SIDE LOT LINE

LOT LINE, STREET (Residential Districts): The "street lot line" is a lot line that abuts a
street. Corner lots may have more than one street lot line. If a portion of any lot is subject to
an easement for public purposes, including, but not limited to, street, parkway and/or
sidewalk, the street lot line will be deemed to be the line that separated that part of the lot
subject to the easement for public purposes from that part of the lot not subject to that
easement. (See figure 17, "Street Lot Line", of this definition.)
FIGURE 17: STREET LOT LINE

LOT OF RECORD: A lot that is part of a recorded subdivision or a parcel of land that has
been recorded at the County Recorder's Office containing property tax records.
LOT WIDTH: The average lot width dimension shall be determined by adding the width of
the lot at the required "street yard" setback dimension, as determined by subsection 10-4151

3(D) of this zoning ordinance, and the width of the lot at the required "rear yard" setback
dimension, as determined by subsection 10-4-3(E) of this zoning ordinance, and dividing
that number by two (2).
(A) In the case of a lot defined by two (2) "side lot lines", a lot axis shall be drawn from
the midpoint of the "street lot line" to the midpoint of the "rear lot line", and the setback
dimensions shall be drawn at a right angle to that axis (see figure 18, example 1 of this
definition).
(B) In the case of a lot defined by one (1) "side lot line", the setback dimensions shall be
drawn at a right angle from the "side lot line" to the intersection with the longer "street lot
line" at the required setback dimensions (see figure 18, example 2 of this definition). The
longer "street lot line" shall be determined by the projection of each interior lot line in
parallel until it is tangent to the outermost point of the street lot line, as shown in figure 14
of the "lot frontage" definition in this section. The longer of the two (2) projected lines,
which are parallel to interior lot lines, shall be considered to contain the longer "street lot
line". In the case of projected lines that are equal in length, the Zoning Administrator shall
make the decision, based on lot shape, as to which of the "street lot lines" shall be
considered the longer "street lot line" and used to determine "lot width".
FIGURE 18: LOT WIDTH

LOT, ZONING: A single tract of land in common ownership located within a single block,
that is used or occupied for any principal use, whether permitted, special or
nonconforming. A "zoning lot" may or may not coincide with a "lot of record", and may
consist of:
(A) A single lot of record;
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(B) A portion of a lot of record;
(C) A combination of complete lots of record; of complete lots of record and portions of
lots of record; or portions of lots of record; or
(D) A piece of property described by metes and bounds.
MIXED USE PERIPHERY: The area that is identified as such on the Central Business District
boundary map included in section 10-12-1, appendix A of this zoning ordinance.
PARAPET: The portion of a wall which extends above the roofline.
PEDESTRIAN WALL: An upright structure of building material, such as masonry or plaster,
serving to enclose, divide, or protect an area.
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: A criterion to control noise, odor, smoke, toxic or noxious
matter, vibration, fire, and explosive hazards, or glare of heat generated by or inherent in
use of land or buildings.
PERGOLA: A freestanding structure usually consisting of parallel colonnades supporting an
open roof of girders and cross rafters. A "pergola" is built as an outdoor sitting area with
lattice or open slat roof for partial shade.
PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE AND PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITY: All
structures and accessory facilities relating to the cellular mobile telephone services,
licensed or unlicensed personal wireless services as defined in the telecommunications act
of 1996, 47 USC section 332(c)(7)(C), as amended. Such facilities include attached wireless
telecommunication facilities, concealed facilities, and wireless telecommunication support
structures as defined by this zoning ordinance.
Not included within this definition are citizen band radio facilities, television or radio
towers, short wave facilities, ham, amateur radio facilities, satellite dishes, essential
services, and governmental facilities subject to State or Federal law or regulations which
preempt municipal regulatory authority.
PLACE OF WORSHIP: Includes churches, temples, synagogues, or other gathering places,
which may or may not have schools as part of the complex and/or meeting facilities, and
accessory uses such as parish houses or recreational facilities that serve members of the
congregation.
PORCH: A single story roofed structure, which can be unenclosed or enclosed, attached to
the outside of a building and providing direct access to a building.
PORCH, ENCLOSED: A porch which is enclosed by: a) walls, b) permanent or removable
windows, or c) any combination of the foregoing or by similar materials. Enclosed porches
may be heated and/or cooled.
PORCH, UNENCLOSED: A porch which is not heated and/or cooled, is open to the outside
air, and that is not enclosed by: a) walls, b) permanent or removable windows, or c) any
combination of the foregoing or by similar materials. Unenclosed porches may be partially
enclosed by railings or knee walls that do not exceed forty two inches (42") in height, and
may include columns for the purpose of supporting the roof. Permanently screened
porches shall be considered unenclosed.
PRINCIPAL BUILDING: The building in which the primary use of the lot on which the
building is located is conducted.
PRINCIPAL USE: The primary use of any lot.
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PUBLIC USE ZONE: The area that is identified as such on the Central Business District
boundary map included in section 10-12-1, appendix A of this zoning ordinance.
REAL ESTATE MODEL UNIT: A residential unit temporarily used for display purposes as an
example of dwelling units available or to be available for sale or rental in a particular
subdivision or other residential development. Model units may also incorporate sales or
rental offices for dwellings within the development.
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT: Any camping trailer, motor home, mini-motor
home, travel trailer, truck camper and van camper, all-terrain vehicle, all as defined in the
Illinois Vehicle Code 1 , or any other habitable vehicle used primarily for recreational
purposes, and any boating vessel or watercraft, including personal watercraft and specialty
prop-craft, as defined in the Boat Registration and Safety Act 2 , snowmobiles, as defined in
the Snowmobile Registration and Safety Act 3 , and any trailers used to transport or store
all of the foregoing recreational vehicles or equipment.
REFUSE CONTAINER: A container used for the temporary storage of trash having a capacity
of at least one (1) cubic yard, usually with a hooking mechanism that permits it to be raised
and dumped into a sanitation vehicle.
RETAIL CORE: The area that is identified as such on the Central Business District boundary
map included in section 10-12-1, appendix A of this zoning ordinance.
SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA: A dish antenna designed for transmitting signals to a receiver
or receiving station or for receiving television, radio, data, communication or other signals
from other antennas, satellites, or other services.
SETBACK: The required distance by which any portion of a principal building must be
separated from a street right-of-way or lot line.
SIDE WALL: An exterior wall on which the roof rafters or trusses sit. Side walls shall not
include the walls of gable ends or gambrel ends. See figure 20 19 of this section for
illustration of side walls.
FIGURE 19: SIDE WALLS
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SIDE WALL HEIGHT: The height of a side wall shall be measured from the grade adjacent to
the structure to the top plate of the wall. Where there are dormers, if the combined width
on the dormers exceeds fifteen feet (15') or one-half (1/2) of the width of the side wall's
façade, whichever is less, the face of the dormer shall be included in the height of the side
wall.
FIGURE 20: SIDE WALL HEIGHT

SIGN: Any display, figure, painting, drawing, placard, poster or other device placed on the
ground or on any tree, wall, bush, rock, post, fence, building, structure, playground
structure or thing whatsoever, which is designed, intended or used to convey a message,
advertise, inform or direct attention to a person, institution, organization, activity, place,
object or product. The term "placed", as used in this definition, shall include erecting,
constructing, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving or other
fastening, affixing or making visible in any manner whatsoever.
SOLAR PANEL: A device that collects and converts direct sunlight into a source of energy
for such purposes as heating or cooling a structure, heating or pumping water, or
generating electricity.
STOOP: An exterior floor typically, but not necessarily, constructed of concrete and/or
masonry, with a finished floor elevation higher than the adjacent ground level, often with
steps leading up to it, and utilized primarily as an access platform to a building.
STORY: A space in a building between the surface of any floor and the surface of the next
floor above, except a basement or, if there is no floor above, then the space between such
floor and the ceiling or roof. If the finished floor level directly above a usable or unused
floor space is more than seven feet six inches (7'6") for more than fifty percent (50%) of
the total area, then it shall be considered a story. See definition of attic.
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STRUCTURE: An improvement upon land, other than the land itself, the use of which
requires more or less permanent location on the ground or attached to something having a
permanent location on the ground, including but not limited to, buildings, fences,
freestanding signs, patios and parking areas.
STUCCATO BOARD: A panel product embossed to simulate the texture of stucco.
TEMPORARY CONTRACTOR TRAILER: This use includes watchman trailers, construction
equipment sheds, contractor trailers and similar uses incidental to a construction project
and sales of homes within a newly constructed development.
TEMPORARY MEMBRANE STRUCTURES: An air inflated, air supported, cable, or frame
covered structure or a temporary structure, enclosure or shelter constructed of fabric or
pliable material and not otherwise defined as a temporary storage tent or canopy.
TEMPORARY STORAGE CONTAINERS: A standardized, reusable self- storage trailer,
container or vessel, designed without an axle or wheels, and designed for or capable of
being mounted on a chassis or bogie for movement by truck trailer or loaded on a ship,
which are delivered to residential or commercial uses for the resident or business owner to
store belongings, and then picked up and returned to a warehouse or other facility. These
trailers, containers and vessels are also known as "PODS" (portable on demand storage).
TEMPORARY STORAGE TENTS AND CANOPIES: A temporary structure, enclosure or
shelter constructed of fabric or pliable material, supported by any manner except by air or
the contents that it protects. Temporary storage structures include temporary storage
tents, as well as temporary storage canopies, which are open without sidewalls or drops on
seventy five percent (75%) or more of the perimeter.
TOWER: An appurtenance and architectural feature that is higher than the remainder of
the building, and of small dimension separate from the building it accompanies, such as the
campanile of a church. A tower shall not be limited to cross section size restrictions of an
appurtenance in a business district. A "tower" that exceeds the maximum permitted
building height in a residential district or more than ten feet (10') above the building height
in a business district shall be subject to a special use.
TRELLIS: A frame made of bars of wood or metal crossed over each other, fixed to a wall, to
support vines or climbing plants; a decorative wall piece to support a variety of upward
growing vines.
WINDOW ESCAPE WELL: An enclosure installed below grade that retains the earth around
a window that is either entirely or partially below grade and is constructed for the primary
purpose of egress from a below grade space during an emergency.
WINDOW LIGHT WELL: An enclosure installed below grade that retains the earth around a
window that is either entirely or partially below grade and is constructed for the primary
purpose of providing light and ventilation to a basement.
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION (WPA) HOUSE SETBACK SURVEY: The Works
Progress Administration (WPA), created by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1935, provided jobs
and income to the unemployed during the Great Depression, including community service
projects, such as collecting and managing historical records. The WPA undertook a house
setback survey in Riverside between 1936 and 1953, which documented building
placement on Riverside's lots. This survey is entitled "Riverside, Illinois WPA Planning
Project #9559 House Set Back Survey" pages 1 through 17. The information contained in
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this survey is available from the Village Building Department and is used to determine
"street yard" dimension.
YARD: An open space, on the same zoning lot with a building or structure, unoccupied and
unobstructed from its lowest level to the sky, except as otherwise permitted in this zoning
ordinance. A "yard" extends along a property line and to a depth or width specified in the
applicable zoning district yard requirements for the zoning lot (see figures 19A,
"Residential District Yards" and 19B, "Business District Yards", of this section).
FIGURE 21A: RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT YARDS

FIGURE 21B: BUSINESS DISTRICT YARDS
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YARD, CORNER SIDE (Business District): A side yard on a corner lot which faces a public
street.
YARD, FRONT (Business District): A yard extending along the full length of the front lot line
between the side lot lines. On corner lots, the front lot line shall be that included in the
street address.
YARD, INTERIOR SIDE (Business District): A side yard which is located immediately
adjacent to another zoning lot or to an alley separating such side yard from another zoning
lot.
YARD, REAR: Open space extending across the full width of a lot between the rear line of
the lot and the nearest line to a depth or width specified in the applicable zoning district
yard requirements for the lot.
YARD, SIDE (Business District): A yard extending along a side lot line from the front yard to
the rear yard.
YARD, SIDE (Residential District): Open space located immediately adjacent to another
zoning lot, located between the street yard and a rear yard. Each required interior side
yard shall be measured at the widest point of the lot.
YARD, STREET (Residential District): The open space between the closest point of the
principal building, which includes the eaves ("drip line") to any portion of a property line
that abuts a street. (Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005; amd. Ord. 2580, 9-18-2006; Ord. 2635, 7-172007; Ord. 2749, 11-1-2010; Ord. 2894, 1-7-2016; Ord. 2902, 3-17-2016; Ord. 2944, 2-22017; Ord. 2955, 6-15-2017)
Notes
1 1. 625 ILCS 5/1-100 et seq.
2 2. 625 ILCS 45/1-1 et seq.
3 3. 625 ILCS 40/1-1 et seq.
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CHAPTER 12
APPENDICES
SECTION:
10-12-1: Appendix A; Central Business District Boundary Map
10-12-2: Appendix B; Procedures For Permitted And Special Uses
10-12-3: Appendix C; Site Plan Submission Requirements
10-12-3-1: Appendix C1; Concept Plan Submittal Requirements
10-12-3-2: Appendix C2; Final Site Plan Review Application Requirements
10-12-4: Appendix D; Central Business District Historic Landmark Structures
10-12-5: Appendix E; Preferred Plant Materials List
10-12-6: Appendix F; Central Business District Required Yards Map
10-12-7: Appendix G; Central Business District Contextual Architecture Photos
10-12-8: Appendix H; B1 Commercial District Boundary Map
10-12-1: APPENDIX A; CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP:

(Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
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10-12-2: APPENDIX B; PROCEDURES FOR PERMITTED AND SPECIAL USES:
PROCEDURES FOR PERMITTED AND SPECIAL USES

(Ord. 2843, 12-19-2013)
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10-12-3: APPENDIX C; SITE PLAN SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:
10-12-3-1: APPENDIX C1; CONCEPT PLAN SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS:
Submission requirements for concept plan submittals shall be as follows:
(A) A current site survey no more than one year old.
(B) A site plan drawn to scale, which shall indicate, at a minimum:
1. Property lines,
2. Acreage and proposed density,
3. Zoning of the subject property and all surrounding properties,
4. Public rights of way and easements,
5. Proposed and existing building footprints on the subject property including all
landscape areas and all surrounding properties, including dimensioned setbacks from
property lines,
6. Parking space locations, dimensions, and number of spaces,
7. Location of paved surfaces.
(C) Architectural elevations drawn to scale and indicating building height, photographs
and massing diagrams of the subject property and abutting properties that show all façades
of the proposed building in its existing context. Where new buildings are proposed with
rooftop mounted mechanical equipment, a diagram that indicates the sight line as viewed
from any adjacent residential properties shall also be required.
(D) List of special uses, and exceptions or variations to the village zoning or subdivision
requirements being requested as part of the application.
(E) Cover letter listing all items submitted with table of contents. All submittals shall be
page numbered and dated.
(F) Any other information that may be requested by the village. (Ord. 2576, 7-17-2006)
10-12-3-2: APPENDIX C2; FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:
Submission requirements for site plan review applications shall be as follows:
A completed application form is required for all submissions. A completed application form
shall be accompanied by a legal description of the property, as it appears on the deed, and a
full and complete disclosure of direct or indirect ownership. In the case of a land trust, all
beneficiaries shall be disclosed. In addition, a current title and affidavit of ownership is
required. If the owner's signature is not on the application, a letter stating the owner's
consent for the filing of the application is also required.
(A) A current site survey no more than one year old.
(B) A site plan drawn to scale, which shall indicate, at a minimum:
1. Property lines,
2. Acreage and proposed density,
3. Zoning of the subject property and all surrounding properties,
4. Public rights of way, easements, and utilities,
5. Proposed and existing building footprints on the subject property and all
surrounding properties, including dimensioned setbacks from property lines,
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6. Parking space locations, dimensions, and number of spaces,
7. Paved surfaces, materials, and location(s),
8. Landscape plan indicating existing and proposed landscape materials and associated
proposed plant materials list,
9. Details for screening, fencing, site lighting, and signs. Where site lighting is proposed,
a photometric grid that indicates light intensity in foot-candles across the site and at all
property lines shall also be required.
(C) Architectural elevations drawn to scale and indicating building height, photographs
and massing diagrams of the subject property and abutting properties that show all façades
of the proposed building in its existing context. Where new buildings are proposed with
rooftop mounted mechanical equipment, a diagram that indicates the sightline as viewed
from any adjacent residential properties shall also be required. The submittal shall include
a three dimensional (3-D) computer aided drawing or massing model. (Ord. 2576, 7-172006)
(D) For new construction, a fiscal impact analysis that addresses the potential impact of
the proposed development on taxes, schools, fire, police, infrastructure and other village
services shall be required unless waived by the village manager, with the consent of the
planning and zoning commission. (Ord. 2576, 7-17-2006; amd. Ord. 2843, 12-19-2013)
(E) Cover letter listing all items submitted with table of contents. All submittals shall be
page numbered and dated.
(F) Any other supporting documents to indicate intentions and/or any other items
required by the village board. (Ord. 2576, 7-17-2006)
10-12-4: APPENDIX D; CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT HISTORIC LANDMARK
STRUCTURES:
(A) The following are locally designated landmark structures. Any proposed alteration to
these structures in the central business district requires review by the preservation
commission, in accordance with title 11, chapter 1 of the municipal code.
(B) Each is labeled on appendix A of this chapter:
1. Riverside public library, 1 Burling Road,
2. Riverside township hall, 27 Riverside Road,
3. Riverside Improvement Company (Arcade Building), 1 Riverside Road,
4. Water tower, well house, and pump house, 10 Pine Avenue,
5. Riverside railroad depot and pavilion, 90 Bloomingbank and 15 Pine Avenue,
6. Tower Building, 22-42 East Avenue and 25-39 Forest Avenue. (Ord. 2550, 12-192005)
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10-12-5: APPENDIX E; PREFERRED PLANT MATERIALS LIST:
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY COMMISSION RECOMMENDED
PLANT MATERIALS LIST
Canopy Trees
Acer nigrum

Black maple

Acer sacharum

Sugar maple

Aesculus glabra

Ohio buckeye

Betula nigra

River birch

Carya cordiformis

Bitternut hickory

Carya ovata

Shagbark hickory

Celtis occidentalis

Hackberry

Diospyros virginiana

Persimmon

Fraxinus americana

White ash

Fraxinus quadrangulata Blue ash
Gymnocladus dioicus

Kentucky coffee tree

Juglans cinerea

Butternut

Juglans nigra

Black walnut

Liriodendron tulipifera

Tulip tree

Nyssa sylvatica

Sourgum

Pinus strobus

White pine

Platanus occidentalis

Sycamore

Quercus alba

White oak

Quercus bicolor

Swamp white oak

Quercus ellipsoidalis

Hill's oak

Quercus imbricaria

Shingle oak

Quercus macrocarpa

Bur oak

Quercus muhlenbergii

Chinquapin oak

Quercus rubra

Red oak

Tilia americana

American linden

Understory Trees
Amelanchier arboria

Juneberry

Amelanchier humilis

Low shadblow

Amelanchier interior

Inland shadblow
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Amelanchier laevis

Allegheny shadblow, Juneberry

Amelanchier sanguinea Round leafed serviceberry
Asimina triloba

Papaw

Carpinus caroliniana

American hornbeam

Cercis canadensis

Redbud

Cornus alternifolia

Pagoda dogwood

Cornus florida

Flowering dogwood

Crataegus mollis

Downy hawthorn

Crataegus punctata

Dotted hawthorn

Malus coronaria

Wild sweet crab

Malus ioensis

Iowa crab

Ostrya virginiana

Hop hornbeam

Prunus americana

Wild plum

Prunus virginiana

Chokecherry

Sassafras albidum

Sassafras

Shrubs
Amorpha canescens

Lead plant

Amorpha fruticosa

Desert false indigo

Aronia melanocarpa

Black chokeberry

Ceanothus americanus

New Jersey tea

Comptonia peregrina

Sweet fern

Cornus obliqua

Pale dogwood

Cornus racemosa

Grey dogwood

Cornus rugosa

Round leafed dogwood

Cornus stolonifera (sericea) Red-osier dogwood
Corylus americana

American hazelnut

Diervilla lonicera

Dwarf honeysuckle

Hamamelis virginiana

Witch hazel

Ilex verticillata

Winterberry

Lindera benzoin

Spicebush

Lonicera dioica

Red honeysuckle

Lonicera prolifera

Yellow honeysuckle

Physocarpus opulifolius

Ninebark
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Ptelea trifoliata

Wafer ash

Rhus aromatica

Fragrant sumac

Rhus copallina var. latifolia

Shining sumac

Rhus glabra

Smooth sumac

Rhus typhina

Staghorn sumac

Rosa blanda

Early wild rose

Rosa carolina

Pasture rose

Rosa setigera

Illinois rose

Sambucus canadensis

Elderberry

Sambucus pubens

Red berried elder

Shepherdia canadensis

Buffalo berry

Staphylea trifolia

Bladdernut

Viburnum acerifolium

Maple leafed viburnum

Viburnum dentatum

Arrow wood

Viburnum lentago

Nannyberry

Viburnum prunifolium

Black haw

Ground Cover
Amorpha canescens

Lead plant

Asarum canadense

Wild ginger

Ceanothus americanus

New Jersey tea

Diervilla lonicera

Dwarf honeysuckle

Euonymus obovatus

Running strawberry bush

Rhus aromatica "low-grow" Fragrant sumac "low-grow"

Grasses
Bouteloua curtipendula

Side oats grama

Bromus kalmii

Prairie brome

Eragrostis spectabilis

Purple love grass

Schizachyrium
scoparium

Little bluestem

Sphenopholis obtusata

Prairie wedge
grass

Sporobolus heterolepis

Prairie dropseed
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Stipa spartea

Porcupine grass

Flowers
Actaea pachypoda

White baneberry

Actaea simplex

Black snakeroot

Allium cernuum

Wild nodding onion

Anemone cylindrica

Thimble weed

Anemone patens wolfgangiana

Pasque flower

Anemone quinquefolia interior Wood anemone
Anemonella thalictroides

Rue anemone

Aquilegia canadensis

Wild columbine

Arisaema dracontium

Green dragon

Arisaema triphyllum

Jack in the pulpit

Asclepias incarnata

Swamp milkweed

Asclepias sullivantii

Prairie milkweed

Asclepias tuberosa

Butterfly weed

Aster azureus

Sky blue aster

Aster laevis

Smooth blue aster

Aster ptarmicoides

Stiff aster

Aster sericeus

Silky aster

Baptisia leucantha

White wild indigo

Baptisia leucophaea

Cream wild indigo

Cacalia tuberosa

Prairie Indian plantain

Camassia scilloides

Wild hiacynth

Caulophyllum thalictroides

Blue cohosh

Clematis virginiana

Virgin's bower

Coreopsis palmata

Prairie coreopsis

Coreopsis tripteris

Tickseed

Desmodium canadense

Showy tick trefoil

Desmodium illinoense

Illinois tick trefoil

Dicentra canadensis

Squirrel corn

Dicentra cucullaria

Dutchman's breeches

Dodecatheon meadia

Shooting star

Echinacea pallida

Pale coneflower
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Echinacea purpurea

Purple coneflower

Eryngium yuccifolium

Rattlesnake master

Gentiana andrewsii

Bottle gentian

Geranium maculatum

Wild geranium

Geum triflorum

Prairie smoke

Helianthus mollis

Downy sunflower

Helianthus occidentalis

Western sunflower

Helianthus rigidus

Stiff sunflower

Hepatica acutiloba

Sharp lobed hepatica

Heuchera richardsonii grayana Alum root
Iris shrevei

Blue flag iris

Isophyrum biternatum

False rue anemone

Jeffersonia diphylla

Twinleaf

Liatris aspera

Royal blazing star, rough gayfeather

Liatris ligulistylus

Meadow blazing star

Liatris pycnostachya

Prairie blazing star

Liatris spicata

Marsh blazing star

Lobelia cardinalis

Cardinal flower

Lobelia siphilitica

Blue cardinal flower

Mertensia virginica

Virginia blue bells

Monarda fistulosa

Bergamot

Parthenium integrifolium

Wild quinine

Penstemon grandiflorus

Pale beard tongue

Petalostemum candidum

White prairie clover

Petalostemum purpureum

Purple prairie clover

Phlox divaricata

Wild blue phlox

Phlox glaberrima interior

Marsh phlox

Phlox pilosa

Prairie phlox

Physostegia virginiana

False dragonhead

Podophyllum pelatum

May apple

Polemonium reptans

Jacob's ladder

Polygonatum biflorum

Small Solomon seal

Potentilla arguta

Prairie cinquefoil

Pycnanthemum virginianum

Mountain mint

Ratibida pinnata

Yellow coneflower
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Ruellia humilis

Wild petunia

Sanguinaria canadensis

Bloodroot

Silene regia

Royal catchfly

Silphium laciniatum

Compass plant

Silphium terebinthianaceum

Prairie dock

Smilacina racemosa

Feathery Solomon plume

Smilacina stellata

Starry Solomon plume

Smilax ecirrhata

Upright carrion flower

Solidago riddellii

Riddell's goldenrod

Solidago rigida

Stiff goldenrod

Taenidia integerrima

Yellow pimpernel

Thalictrum dioicum

Early meadow rue

Tiarella cordifolia

Foamflower

Trillium erectum

Purple trillium

Trillium grandiflorum

White trillium

Trillium luteum

Wake robin

Trillium sessile

Toad trillium

Triosteum aurantiacum

Early horse gentian

Uvularia grandiflora

Bell wort, big merrybells

Verbena hastata

Blue vervain

Vernonia fasciculata

Common ironweed

Veronicastrum virginicum

Culver's root

Viola pedata

Bird's foot

Zizia aptera

Heart leafed meadow parsnip

Zizia aurea

Golden Alexander

INVASIVE, NONNATIVE PLANTS THAT SHOULD NOT BE PLANTED
Prohibited Trees And Shrubs
Acer negundo

Box elder

Acer platanoides

Norway maple

Ailanthus altissima

Tree of heaven

Albizzia julibrissin

Mimosa

Berberis thunbergii

Japanese barberry

Cichorium intybus

Chicory

Elaeagnus umbellata

Autumn olive
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Euonymus alata

Burning bush

Hibiscus syriacus

Rose of Sharon

Hibiscus trionum

Flower of an hour

Ligustrum vulgare

Common privet

Lonicera japonica

Japanese honeysuckle

Lonicera maackii

Amur honeysuckle

Lonicera morrowii

Morrow's honeysuckle

Lonicera tatarica

Tatarian honeysuckle

Lonicera x bella

Hybrid honeysuckle

Morus alba

White mulberry

Paulownia tomentosa

Princess tree

Populus alba

White poplar

Populus deltoides

Cottonwood

Quercus acutissima

Sawtooth oak

Rhamnus cathartica

Common buckthorn

Rhamnus frangula

Smooth buckthorn

Robinia pseudo acacia Black locust
Rosa multiflora

Multiflora rose

Rubus allegheniensis

Blackberry

Ulmus pumila

Siberian elm

Viburnum lantana

Wayfaring tree

Viburnum opulus

European highbush cranberry

Prohibited Herbaceous
Achillea millefolium

Yarrow

Alliaria officinalis

Garlic mustard

Alliaria petiolata

Garlic mustard

Aster sagittifolius drummondii

Drummond's aster

Bromus inermis

Smooth brome grass

Carduus nutans

Nodding musk thistle

Celastrus orbiculatus

Oriental bittersweet

Chrysanthemum leucanthemum Oxeye daisy
pinnatifidum
Cirsium arvense

Canada thistle
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Cirsium vulgare

Bull thistle

Coronilla varia

Crown vetch

Daucus carota

Wild carrot

Dioscorea batatas

Chinese yam

Dipsacus laciniatus

Cut leafed teasel

Dipsacus sylvestris

Common teasel

Euonymus fortunei

Purple wintercreeper

Euphorbia esula

Leafy spurge

Festuca arundinacea

Tall fescue

Galinsoga ciliata

Peruvian daisy

Geum canadense

White avens

Glechoma hederacea

Creeping charlie

Hedera helix

English ivy

Hesperis matrionalis

Dame's rocket

Lespedeza cuneata

Sericea lespedeza

Lotus corniculatus

Bird's foot trefoil

Lychnis alba

White campion

Lysimachia nummularia

Moneywort

Lythrum salicaria

Purple loosestrife

Melilotus alba

White sweet clover

Melilotus officinalis

Yellow sweet clover

Microstegium vimineum

Eulalia, Japanese grass

Myriophyllum spicatum

Eurasian water milfoil

Oenothera biennis

Evening primrose

Pastinaca sativa

Parsnip

Phalaris arundinacea

Reed canary grass

Phragmites australis

Common reed

Phytolacca americana

Pokeweed

Poa pratensis

Kentucky bluegrass

Polygonum cuspidatum

Japanese knotweed

Potentilla norvegica

Norway cinquefoil

Potentilla recta

Sulfur cinquefoil

Prunella vulgaris

Lawn prunella

Prunus serotina

Wild black cherry

Pueraria lobata

Kudzu
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Sanicula gregaria

Clustered black snakeroot

Solanum americanum

Black nightshade

Solanum carolinense

Horse nettle

Solanum dulcamara

Bittersweet

Sorghum halepense

Johnson grass

Taraxacum officinale

Dandelion

Tragopogon pratensis

Common goat's beard

Verbascum blattaria

Moth mullein

Verbascum thapsus

Common mullein

Vinca minor

Periwinkle

Wisteria sinensis

Chinese wisteria

(Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
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10-12-6: APPENDIX F; CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REQUIRED YARDS MAP:

(Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)
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10-12-7: APPENDIX G; CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT CONTEXTUAL ARCHITECTURE
PHOTOS:

(Ord. 2550, 12-19-2005)

173

10-12-8: APPENDIX H; B1 COMMERCIAL DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP:

(Ord. 2701, 3-3-2009)
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MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

To:
From:
CC:
Re:
Date:

Chairperson Mateo & Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission
Francisco Jimenez, Village Planner
Ashley Monroe, Assistant Village Manager; Jessica Frances, Village Manager
Impervious Surface Calculations
March 23, 2022

Request
The Planning and Zoning Commission directed staff to research how nearby communities
define pervious and impervious surfaces and how they calculate those surfaces. Staff and
the Planning and Zoning Commission would like to better understand how Riverside can
implement effective and clear definition and processes into village ordinance.
Background
Staff was directed by the Planning and Zoning Commission to research how nearby
comparable communities treat impervious and pervious surfaces. At previous Planning and
Zoning Commission meetings, staff informed the Commissioners that some nearby
communities deduct a percentage from the total impervious surface coverage if permeable
materials are used. Staff also informed the Commissioners that Riverside currently reviewed
impervious surface coverage as an all or nothing approach.
The Planning and Zoning Commission also requested that more information be found
regarding structures such as pools, ponds, decks, and retention systems. The Commission
asked for more information regarding these structures to better understand how they were
defined and to understand whether they are treated as pervious or impervious surfaces by
nearby communities. Staff was also asked to find out how the communities come up with a
discount when using permeable materials. The Riverside ordinance (10-11-4: Other Terms
Defined) currently states that semi-pervious surfaces can be counted at a discounted rate,
but does not give information as to how to calculate that discount. Staff was tasked with
researching a method that would fit with the current ordinance and to use when reviewing
properties that are proposing the addition of new hardscape surfaces.
Comparable community approaches to impervious surface calculations
Staff is still researching how communities calculate discounts and waiting to hear back from
the respective employees to better understand impervious surface discounts.
Communities such as Evanston, Brookfield, and La Grange allow decks to be counted as
pervious surfaces as long as there is spacing between planks and a permeable surface is
below. Evanston does not consider decks into their impervious calculations so long as the
deck is no bigger than 3% of the lot area and have a permeable surface beneath. Evanston
also gives consideration to the type of material used. Permeable pavers receive a 25%
deduction while brick pavers receive 20%.
La Grange has the following definition regarding impervious surfaces:
“IMPERVIOUS SURFACE - Any material covering the ground that is incapable of being
penetrated by water or the ground itself if it has been made impervious due to compaction
or other manmade condition regardless of the material placed on that ground. Impervious
surface” includes houses, garages, sheds, and other buildings; decks and patios; sidewalks,
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driveways, and other paved areas; compacted gravel or similar materials; and similar areas
that are constructed or otherwise created in a manner that causes water runoff rather than
allowing water to run into the ground. “Impervious surface” includes all in-ground swimming
pools and any related aprons constructed with impervious materials and those above-ground
swimming pools that are, because of their size, method of installation, installation of decking
or other accessories, or other features, not readily removable during off-season months and
remain in place year-round. “Impervious Surface” does not include (a) ponds or other water
bodies with natural bottoms, or (b) wooden planked decks with spacing between the planks
and permeable ground beneath the deck, or (c) patios or other areas constructed of
permeable materials with permeable ground beneath the area. The determination whether
a particular material or area is impervious or permeable shall be made by the Village Engineer
or Director of Community Development. See also Subsection 16-102B for the definition of
“Building Coverage” and Subsection 16-102L for the definition of “Lot Coverage.”
Some considerations from experience in Evanston:
“At some point a few years later, semi-permeable pavers became popular. Since they do
allow some water penetration, a text amendment was done to create the 20% discount to
hardscape that uses semi-permeable pavers or are dry-set with spaces so that we know so
stormwater does sink in. Impervious surface is regulated by zoning district, in that each
zoning district has different maximum coverage or may not have a maximum at all. For
example, the R2 Single-Family Residential District limits impervious surface lot coverage to
no
more
than
55%
of
the
lot
area.
(Section
6-8-39: https://library.municode.com/il/evanston/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT6ZO_C
H8REDI_PTBDIRE_6-8-3-9IMSU). Also, within this section, there are deductions from the
total area granted depending on the type of surface. For example, brick pavers receive a 20%
deduction, so that 100 s.f. of brick pavers is counted as 80 s.f. toward the impervious surface
total. Permeable pavers receive a 25% deduction, so 100 s.f. only counts as 75 s.f. In practice,
if someone replaces a concrete walk with stone steppers that are sufficiently spaced out (like
one step apart), then we usually don't count the steppers at all. Also, decks that are open to
the ground below (no gravel or pavement or covering of any kind) do not count-- as long as
they are no larger than 3% of the lot area. (3% of a 5,000 s.f. lot is 150 s.f., so a deck that size
does not count toward the impervious surface total, but if the deck is 175 s.f., then 25 s.f. of
it counts). These deductions are reflected throughout the residential zoning districts and the
percentages above are the same. Something to note is the impervious surface maximum of
any residential district is always 15% higher than the building lot coverage maximum.
The non-residential districts generally do not regulate/limit impervious surface. If they do, it
is always a subsection within that districts' regulations.
Part of the discussion was that while semi or fully pervious pavers are often used, they are
almost never maintained or cleaned out to keep that permeability. Additionally, some paver
areas put a plastic lining under, so that means they are not permeable into the ground - but
we do not do rough inspections for hardscape areas so there is no way to accurately control
that.”
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MWRD Calculation Methodology
Staff has reached out to MWRD to understand how water runoff calculations are determined
by the agency.
Residential Impervious Surface area
Staff compiled Certificates of Compliance and looked at over 100 properties to determine
impervious surface coverage and building coverage. Staff looked at the R1-A and R1-AA
zoning districts as those are the most common in Riverside. The average impervious surface
coverage for both R1-A and R1-AA is 44% and the average building coverage is 22%. The
current Village Standards for maximum impervious surface coverage and building coverage
is included in the packet. After researching this, staff determined that the overwhelming
majority of properties do exceed the allowed percentages.
Attachments:
* Relevant sections of LaGrange Municipal Code
* Riverside Zoning Bulk Regulations chart
* Relevant pages from The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Regional Climate Action Plan. Full
document accessible here: https://mayorscaucus.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Climate-Action-PlanFor-the-Chicago-Region-2021-by-MMC-NOAA.pdf
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Usage and Definitions
I.

16-102

When used in this Code, the following terms shall have the
meanings herein ascribed to them:
IDENTIFICATION SIGN.

See Section 11-105 of this Code.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE. Any material covering the ground
that is incapable of being penetrated by water or the
ground itself if it has been made impervious due to
compaction or other manmade condition regardless of the
material placed on that ground.
“Impervious surface”
includes houses, garages, sheds, and other buildings;
decks and patios; sidewalks, driveways, and other paved
areas; compacted gravel or similar materials; and
similar areas that are constructed or otherwise created
in a manner that causes water runoff rather than
allowing water to run into the ground.
“Impervious
surface” includes all in-ground swimming pools and any
related aprons constructed with impervious materials and
those above-ground swimming pools that are, because of
their size, method of installation, installation of
decking or other accessories, or other features, not
readily removable during off-season months and remain in
place year-round. “Impervious Surface” does not include
(a) ponds or other water bodies with natural bottoms, or
(b) wooden planked decks with spacing between the planks
and permeable ground beneath the deck, or (c) patios or
other areas constructed of permeable materials with
permeable ground beneath the area. The determination
whether a particular material or area is impervious or
permeable shall be made by the Village Engineer or
Director of Community Development. See also Subsection
16-102B for the definition of “Building Coverage” and
Subsection 16-102L for the definition of “Lot Coverage.”
IMPROVEMENT OR FACILITY, PUBLIC. A sanitary sewer, storm
sewer, drainage appurtenance, water main, roadway, parkway,
sidewalk, planting strip, or other facility for which the
Village
or
any
other
government
agency
may
assume
maintenance or operational responsibility.
INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING. Any building the principal use of
which is an institutional use.
INSTITUTIONAL USE OR PURPOSE. Any
Institutional Buildings District.

use

permitted

in

the

INTEGRATED CENTER. A grouping of compatible uses on a
single zoning lot, such uses being in either single
ownership or under unified control.

821
Rev.10/12/2015

Village of La Grange
AGGREGATE VOID SPACES TO DETAIN RAINFALL
INTERLOCKING PERMEABLE PAVERS
Alfi{FAL'-L

B��DING COURSE, l INCH MINl�UM THICKNESS

BASE CQ_URSE,'8-INCH �INIMU"".' THICKNESS
GEOTEXTILE SUBGRADE FABRIC

NOTES:
1.
2.
3.
4.

S.
6.
7.

CONTINUOUS FILTER FABRIC WRAP
WHEN SPECIFIED

PERMEABLE PAVER SYSTEMS TO BE INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH DESIGN ENGINEER
AND MANUFACTURER'S SPECIFICATIONS.
PREPARED SOIL SUBGRADE TO BE GRADED TO CONTAIN AND ROUTE DRAINAGE AWAY FROM RESIDENTIAL
STRUCTURES.
A NONWOVEN GEOTEXTILE SOIL FILTER FABRIC SHALL BE PLACED OVER SUBGRADE TO ESTABLISH SUBGRADE
SOIL CONTAINMENT BOUNDARY LAYER.
AGGREGATE BASE COURSE TO BE CONSTRUCTED WITH WASHED COARSE LIMESTONE AGGREGATE,
CONFORMING TO IDOT GRADATION CA7 (30% VOIDS), INSTALLED WITH A MINIMUM THICKNESS OF 8 INCHES.
MATERIAL TYPE AND DESIGN THICKNESS TO BE SPECIFIED BY PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER TO ACCOMODATE
SOIL CONDITIONS.
A PAVER SETTING COURSE CONSTRUCTED OF WASHED LIMESTONE CHIP AGGREGATE, /8-INCH TO 1/4-INCH I
N SIZE, PLACED AND GRADED WITH A 1-INCH NOMINAL THICKNESS.
1/8-INCH TO 1/4-INCH STONE CHIP AGGREGATE TO BE BROOM SWEPT INTO PAVER SPACES TO FILL VOID
SPACE AND ENHANCE PAVER INTERLOCK.
PERFORATED DRAINAGE PIPE WITH CONTINOUS FILTER FABRIC WRAP SHALL BE INSTALLED WHERE SPECIFIED.
PIPE TO OUTLET TO SURFACE DRAINAGE DISSIPATION SYSTEM OR STORM SEWER SYSTEM WHEN PERMITED BY
VILLAGE ENGINEER.

DIAGRAM 15

PERMEABLE PAVER PAVEMENT
APPENDIX - PLANNING DIAGRAMS
Residential Site Development Permit Packet: v2014-12-23
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ZONING DISTRICT
R1-AA

R1-A

R2

R3

R4

ZONING DISTRICT
R1-AA

R1-A

R2

R3

R4

Minimum lot
area

10,500 sf

7,000 sf

5,000 sf

5,000 sf for single- and
two-family residential
dwellings; 2,200 sf per
dwelling unit for
townhouses and
multiple-family dwellings

5,000 sf for single- and
two-family residential
dwellings; 2,200 sf per
dwelling unit for
townhouses and
multiple-family dwellings

Minimum lot
width

Minimum lot
frontage of 75
ft4, with a
minimum
average lot
width of 66 ft

Minimum lot
frontage of 50
ft4, with a
minimum
average lot
width of 44 ft

Minimum lot frontage of 50
ft4, with a minimum average
lot width of 44 ft

Minimum lot frontage of
50 ft4, with a minimum
average lot width of 44 ft

Minimum lot frontage of
50 ft4, with a minimum
average lot width of 44 ft

Minimum
dwelling unit
size

n/a

n/a

n/a

1 bedroom: 900 sf
2 bedrooms: 1,300 sf
3 bedrooms or more: 1,800 sf

Maximum
building
coverage1

30%

Interior lots: 30%
Corner lots: 35%

Maximum
impervious
surface1

45%

50%

Maximum
building
height2,3

32 ft or 3 stories, as measured in
accordance with the definition for
"building height"; the height to the
peak of a pitched roof shall not
exceed 38 ft
Buildings must comply with the
building height setback plane
requirements of this chapter

60%

65%

65%

30 ft or 21/2 stories, as
measured in accordance with
the definition for "building
height"; the height to the
peak of a pitched roof shall
not exceed 35 ft

35 ft or 3 stories, as measured in accordance with the
definition for "building height"; the height to the peak
of a pitched roof shall not exceed 40 ft

Buildings must comply with
the building height setback
plane requirements of this
chapter

Street yard

The narrowest dimension as measured from the street lot line to the foundation of the principal building as established
pursuant to subsection 10-4-3(D) of this chapter

Side yard

10% of the lot width, at the widest point on the lot, or 5 ft, whichever is greater

Rear yard

25% of lot depth

CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

STEP 1: EXPLORING HAZARDS
Beginning at Step 1 of the Steps to Resilience (Explore Hazards) we conducted a webinar on May
22, 2020, to gather input about the climate-related hazards or impacts of greatest concern.
Municipal leaders throughout the Chicago region indicated widespread concern with flooding
and heat. Severe and frequent flooding impacts neighborhoods, road networks, bridges,
culverts, and aging infrastructure designed to convey stormwater and to treat drinking
water. Though relatively infrequent, extreme heat events present grave concerns to an
aging population as well as those who lack air conditioning, well-insulated homes, tree-lined
neighborhoods, and other protections against heat waves. Participants also cited vulnerability
and equity concerns as motivation for addressing climate resilience.
Stakeholders expressed moderate concern about drought and mild concern about severe
thunderstorms and severe winter weather. Some participants also expressed concerns
about food supply, shoreline erosion, and increased prevalence and virulence of disease.
Additional concerns from individuals included cascading impacts (from multiple hazards),
infrastructure, pollution, and unspecified general concerns.
Climate-related hazards influence specific localities in unique ways. A neighborhood
with very little urban tree canopy is likely to experience greater impacts from a warmer
climate than one with a very dense urban tree canopy. Those two landscapes also have
very different capacities to absorb heavy rainfall (Figure 27). Because municipalities and
neighborhoods experience impacts in different ways, each one should evaluate and address
those impacts independently.

Figure 27. The landscape settings
of municipalities influence their
sensitivity to flooding. In a rural
setting, rainfall can infiltrate
into soil. In an urban setting,
rain runs across impervious
pavement, thereby increasing
the intensity and probability of
flooding. Source: CMAP, Data
Source: U.S. EPA
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

OVERARCHING ACTIONS TO BUILD RESILIENCE

ENGAGE AND EDUCATE
THE COMMUNITY:
Inform the community about changing weather hazards
and risks.
E
 ncourage families to prepare an emergency
response plan.
F
 oster community spirit to recover, adapt and “bounce
forward” from disaster.
E
 mploy an effective early warning and response system.

COLLABORATE AND
BUILD CAPACITY:

INCORPORATE EQUITY
AND INCLUSION:
 ollaborate to ensure residents most vulnerable
C
to heat, air pollution and flooding are connected to
emergency relief services.
Include vulnerable populations in planning and
prioritize investments to protect them.
A
 ssure community education messages are
accessible in all languages and formats.

ENACT PLANS
AND POLICIES:

C
 oordinate resiliency efforts with federal, state, and
regional agencies.

A
 ssess climate vulnerability and risks to local
infrastructure.

A
 ccess and share timely weather data.

A
 dopt and integrate county hazard mitigation plan
into local plans and policies.

M
 anage public and private landscapes to optimize
ecosystem services and support biodiversity
S
 trengthen emergency and adaptive response skills
among staff, civic leaders, and allied organizations.

Integrate climate impacts and vulnerability into
relevant plans and regulations.
P
 roactively update codes to reflect evolving
climate conditions.
Incentivize or require resilient building design.

ADAPT OPERATIONS
AND INVESTMENTS:
Integrate climate resiliency into decision-making
about capital expenditures.

R
 educe sprawl by promoting infill development.
P
 rioritize transit-oriented development and
transit-supportive land uses.
P
 articipate in the Community Rating System and
National Flood Insurance Program.
G
 uide future development plans to conserve
and restore open space, soil, trees, and native
landscapes to preserve ecosystem services.
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

FLOODING AND HOMES

In the Chicago region, heavy rainfall events are increasingly
frequent and severe, causing more flooding. Flooding is the climaterelated hazard most residents and leaders want to address.
Some neighborhoods experience flooding after less than
two inches of rain—small storms that, over time, result in
significant harm to property and quality of life.
				
ON TO 2050
It will take all of us to build resilience to this growing hazard, from
individuals to neighborhoods and local governments. Efforts should
be focused to help vulnerable communities “bounce forward” from
flooding events. Homeowners and renters must be aware of their
flood risk so they can take steps to build personal resilience.

ACTIONS TO BUILD RESILIENCE
ENGAGE AND EDUCATE
THE COMMUNITY:
Inform the community about weather hazards,
flood risk, and encourage preparation at home.
Promote green infrastructure practices. Promote
IDPH standards for post-flood clean up. Incentivize
overhead basement sewer conversion. Foster
community spirit to bounce forward from disaster.

INCORPORATE EQUITY AND
INCLUSION:
Include vulnerable residents in planning and
prioritize investments to protect them. Collaborate
to ensure residents most vulnerable to flooding
are connected to relief services.

MITIGATION CO-BENEFITS:
Managing stormwater using green infrastructure
saves energy.

COLLABORATE AND BUILD CAPACITY:
Coordinate resiliency efforts with federal, state,
and regional planning agencies. Access and share
timely weather data. Strengthen emergency and
adaptive response skills among staff, civic leaders
and allied organizations.

ENACT PLANS AND POLICIES:
Participate in the Community Rating System and
National Flood Insurance Programs. Guide future
development to reduce sprawl, conserve land
and protect ecosystem services. Incentivize or
require resilient building design. Optimize tree
planting and protect existing trees for maximum
stormwater benefits. Acquire and remove floodprone homes.

Many of our sewers are connected to our storm drains,
so when the streets flood, our homes and basements can
too. A couple of things that we can do to help—disconnect
our downspouts from the stormwater system, and install
overhead basement plumbing.

Source: CMAP
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

FLOODING AND TRANSPORTATION

Flooding limits emergency access to neighborhoods. Roads
provide vitally important access for safety, essential goods, and
emergency services, and many neighborhoods and businesses
can become isolated during flood events.
Of course, roads are also essential for people to move from
where they live to where they work and meet with others.
Flooding can be both acute due to heavy precipitation or chronic
due to failing infrastructure. Both issues need to be addressed
to create a truly resilient community.

MITIGATION CO-BENEFITS:
Resilient transit systems reduce vehicle miles traveled.

ACTIONS TO BUILD RESILIENCE
INCORPORATE EQUITY AND
INCLUSION:
Assure transit along routes serving vulnerable
populations is accessible and operable during a
flood. Include vulnerable residents in planning and
prioritize investments to protect them.

COLLABORATE AND BUILD CAPACITY:
Coordinate resiliency efforts with federal,
state, county, and regional planning agencies.
Collaborate on emergency transportation and
logistics plans to move vital resources. Monitor
and share real-time roadway conditions.

ENACT PLANS AND POLICIES:
Conduct climate vulnerability assessment and
risks to local transportation infrastructure. Adopt
and integrate county hazard mitigation plan into
local plans and policies. Promote connected and
walkable neighborhoods. Prioritize transit-oriented
development.

ADAPT OPERATIONS AND
INVESTMENTS:
Assess and adapt vulnerable transportation
infrastructure to be responsive to changing climate
conditions. Integrate stormwater management
into transportation projects. Respond to weather
events to ensure mobility.

Image credit, above: CMAP, Image credit, right: Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

STORMWATER AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Floods are the most common and most costly disasters in
Illinois. Heavy rainfall events are increasing in frequency and
severity, pushing existing bridges and culverts beyond capacity
and causing more flooding across the region. Cities and towns
struggle to maintain that infrastructure, let alone replace it.
Many structures are in floodplains and urban flood risk areas.
Stormwater management must be part of regional planning.
Green infrastructure includes preserved habitat, open space,
and wetlands, each of which buffers these problems and
improves quality of life. Gray infrastructure includes basins,
sewers, and other engineering solutions, such as those included
in the Tunnel and Reservoir Plan (TARP).

Image credit: CMAP

ACTIONS TO BUILD RESILIENCE
ENGAGE AND EDUCATE
THE COMMUNITY:
Foster community spirit to recover, adapt and
“bounce forward” from disaster. Encourage residents
and businesses to disconnect downspouts from
sewers and adopt water efficient behaviors.

INCORPORATE EQUITY AND
INCLUSION:

URBAN FLOOD SUSCEPTIBILITY INDEX 2017

Include vulnerable populations in planning and
prioritize investments to protect them.

COLLABORATE AND BUILD CAPACITY:
Coordinate with federal, state, and regional agencies
to manage stormwater.

ENACT PLANS AND POLICIES:
Integrate climate impacts and vulnerability into
relevant plans and regulations. Adopt and integrate
county hazard mitigation plan into local plans
and policies. Participate in the Community Rating
System and National Flood Insurance Programs.
Guide development to conserve land and ecosystem
services. Allow developments flexibility to meet
stormwater requirements.

ADAPT OPERATIONS AND
INVESTMENTS
Assess and adapt stormwater systems to respond
to future rainfall projections. Establish green
infrastructure and include maintenance in capital
improvement plans.
Value

The Urban Flood Susceptibility Index highlights areas with
attributes associated with an elevated risk of urban flooding.

High : 10
5
Low : 1

Source: CMAP 2018
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

HEAT AND HEALTH

Average temperatures in the Chicago region are increasing, not
only during the day but also at night. This trend is projected
to increase, with heat waves becoming more prevalent. This is
adding stress to people, regional power supply, water resources,
and ecosystems.

ACTIONS TO BUILD RESILIENCE
ENGAGE AND EDUCATE
THE COMMUNITY:
Inform the community about changing heat
hazards and risks; encourage preparation. Foster
social cohesion. Engage residents with services
that support health and wellness.

Residents need to cool their homes for longer each day, further
burdening household budgets. This may be particularly difficult
for socially vulnerable populations, including people on fixed
incomes and families living below the poverty line.

INCORPORATE EQUITY AND
INCLUSION:

Communities may need to provide more places and ways for
these vulnerable populations to stay well—urban shade, splash
pads, parks in neighborhoods, or community cooling centers.
Home owners may build adaptive capacity by replacing dark
roof materials with light-colored shingles or green roofs.

Collaborate to ensure vulnerable residents are
connected to relief services. Include vulnerable
residents in planning, and prioritize investments
to protect them. Provide effective, accessible,
and desired cooling interventions to vulnerable
communities. Assure vital messages are accessible
in all languages and formats.

MITIGATION CO-BENEFITS:
Cooler neighborhoods and homes save energy, especially during
very hot weather when energy demands are high.

COLLABORATE AND BUILD CAPACITY:
Strengthen emergency and adaptive response
skills among staff, civic leaders, and allied
organizations. Identify and mitigate urban heat
islands. Facilitate compliance with federal air
quality standards by businesses.
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

AIR QUALITY, FLOODING AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Epidemiologists evaluate many factors that either diminish or
improve public health. Climate-related hazards can multiply with
one another as well as non-climate factors to exacerbate health
impacts. For example, poor air quality compounds the effects
of flooding on mold, respiratory health, allergies, waterborne
disease, and other consequences. Flood damage to homes
can impact mental health due to stress from the loss itself, the
resulting displacement, or ongoing problems managing recovery
from a flood.
The underlying causes of climate change from greenhouse gas
emissions bring a number of additional stressors to air quality,
which, in turn, diminish quality of life and life expectancy,
particularly for residents of urban and suburban areas.

MITIGATION CO-BENEFITS:
Preventing mold often involves securing the building envelope,
insulation, and healthy outdoor air exchange. Reducing air
pollution and lowering GHG emissions go hand-in hand.

Image credit: @macnifying_glass on Instagram
A dust cloud covered Little Village in April 2020, after a smokestack
at the Crawford Coal Plant was demolished.

ACTIONS TO BUILD RESILIENCE
ENGAGE & EDUCATE:
Inform the community about air pollution action
days. Educate residents about maintaining healthy
indoor air quality and about services that support
health and wellness. Promote the Illinois Department
of Public Health standards for post-flood clean up.

INCORPORATE EQUITY AND
INCLUSION:
Assess local air quality and take action to protect
vulnerable populations from pollution. Collaborate
to ensure vulnerable residents are connected to and
utilizing human services.

COLLABORATE AND BUILD CAPACITY:

Image credit: Neighborhood Housing Services

Facilitate compliance with federal air quality
standards by businesses.
Collaborate with public health and emergency
management agencies to strengthen adaptive
response skills among staff, civic leaders, and allied
organizations. Manage public and private landscapes
to provide accessible recreation and optimize
ecosystem services.

ENACT PLANS AND POLICIES:
Integrate climate impacts and vulnerability into
relevant plans and regulations.
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7. MANAGE WATER AND WASTE SUSTAINABLY
Strategy

a

80

Capture landfill
emissions and
eliminate pipeline
methane emissions.

b

Capture and convert
wastewater biogas
to energy.

c

Increase composting
and biological
treatment of waste.
Utilize compost
and biosolids in
landscapes.

d

Support circular
economies.

e

Increase the
volume of waste
that is recycled and
composted.

f

Reduce energy
needed to deliver
safe drinking water
and shift operations
to clean energy
sources.

g

Reduce energy
needed to manage
wastewater and shift
operation to clean
energy sources.

h

Encourage water
conservation.

Municipal
Role

ENCOURAGE

LEAD

LEAD

ENCOURAGE

ENCOURAGE

ENCOURAGE

Solution
Status

Proven

Proven

Proven

GHG
Reduction
Potential

Medium

Medium

Low

Evolving

Cost

Effort
Required

Lead Partners
& Resources

$$

Med High

Landfill
operators, clean
energy industry

$$$

$$$

$$

High

High

SWAs, waste
industry

High

Economic
development
organizations,
businesses,
waste industry

Med

Constituents,
employers, local
businesses,
institutions,
waste industry

Combined
High
ENCOURAGE

LEAD

LEAD

ENCOURAGE

Contingent

Proven

$$$

Low

$$

MWRD, POTW

High

Water supply
industry

Achieve Equity

Reduce exposure
of vulnerable
residents. Site
landfills and
waste operations
to avoid harm to
low-income and
communities of
color.

Reduce exposure
to litter and
illegal dumping.
Site landfills and
waste operations
to avoid harm to
low-income and
communities of
color.

Eliminate lead
pipes. Provide
access to safe,
clean, and
affordable water
to all.

Proven

Low

$$

High

Utilities, POTW

Provide access to
safe, clean and
affordable water
utilities to all.

Proven

Low

$

Low

Nonprofits, water
utilities

Reduce water
burden.

Outcomes
(Co-benefits)
Reduced methane
gas emissions

Displacement of
fossil fuels
Expanded
recycling and
organic waste
industries; value
from waste
captured
Reduced
embedded energy
from production,
transport, and
disposal of
materials; reduced
persistent waste
like plastic; value
from waste stream
and operations
captured;
household
budgets stretched
through smart
purchasing

Modern, resilient,
and efficient water
utilities

Conserve water
supply

