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Village Board Meetings
All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.
(unless otherwise noted)
August 5, August 19
September 2, September 16
Advisory Board &
Commission Meetings
August
09 Riverside TV Comm. 7:00
10 Bd. of Fire & Police, 7:00
10 Landscape Advisory 7:00
12 Preservation Comm 7:00
12 Police Pension Board 7:00
21 Historical Comm. 7:00
25 Planning and Zoning 7:00
26 Code Enforcement 5:15
26 Police Adjudication 6:00
September
09 Economic Development, 7:00
13 Riverside TV Comm., 7:00
14 Landscape Advisory, 7:00
20 Historical Commission, 7:00
22 Planning and Zoning, 7:00
23 Code Enforcement, 5:15
23 Police Adjudication, 6:00
27 Parks & Recreation, 7:00
Please call 708-447-2700 ext. 254
to confirm the meeting you wish
to attend.

In Person Events are Back!
Thanks to the efforts of the many residents who
have done their part to keep themselves and their neighbors safe by masking up, washing hands and getting vaccinated, the village is now able to safely host in person
meetings and the following upcoming events:
Riverside Farmers Market—Wednesday afternoons
from 2:30—7:00 p.m. at Centennial Plaza near the Historic Water Tower through October 6
Riv-inia Concert in Guthrie Park featuring the Nick Pontarelli Band—August 13
Curbside Cuisine Food Truck Event at Centennial Plaza—August 14
Movie Night at Big Ball Park—August 20
Walking Tour of the Village—South Route—August 29 (register online at
www.olmstedsociety.org)
Touch-A-Truck in the Village Parking Lot next to the Fire and Police Departments, 45
Riverside Road—September 16
Walking Tour of the Village–North Route—September 19 (register online at
www.olmstedsociety.org)
Drive-thru Haunted House – October 22
For additional details on these events, please visit the Community Events Calendar on the homepage of the village website or call the Parks & Recreation Department at 708-442-7025. Residents are urged to continue to wash hands frequently,
wear a mask and distance when appropriate and encourage
loved ones and friends who have not yet been vaccinated,
to consider getting vaccinated. The pandemic is not over,
but Riverside residents are leading the way in terms of vaccination rates for Cook County with over 90% of residents
having received at least one dose of vaccine and 77% of residents fully vaccinated as of this printing. To view the most up to date information on
COVID-19 vaccination rates and case counts, visit: https://ccdphcd.shinyapps.io/
covid19/ and select Data by Towns.

Back to School Safety
When students return to school in August, there will be increased pedestrian
activity throughout the village. Please be alert and cautious of children walking and
biking to and from school. Stopping at stop signs is not optional. Indicating a turn is
not optional. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA),
reckless driving has increased significantly during the pandemic. Traffic fatalities have
increased in most categories of accidents studied,
and 2020 was one of the most deadly years for pedestrians in the last 30 years.
Please pay attention and observe designated school and park zone speed limits. If you have a
child that walks or rides a bike to school, be sure to
talk to your child about safety and remind them to
be aware of the vehicles around them. Pedestrians
should never assume that a driver sees them. Motorists should be alert to pedestrian crossing stop signs placed throughout the village.
These long rectangular signs are placed in the middle of the street in areas where pedestrians frequently cross. When there are pedestrians present, drivers must stop
their vehicles to allow pedestrians and cyclists to safely cross.
Another reminder, cell phone usage while driving is distracted driving. Drivers
are responsible for maintaining control of their vehicle at all times.

Sign Up for Email Notifications Today!
Please visit the new village website at www.riverside.il.us and click on Connect to
sign up for the Riverside Alert System, create an account in Riverside Responds or
sign up for Email Notifications for upcoming meetings and community events.

Garage Sale Dos and Don’ts
Whether you call it a garage sale, a yard sale, a house sale or something else, selling personal belongings that are no longer wanted or needed can be an easy way to free up space in
your home and raise money to purchase something new. Residents of Riverside are
permitted one “garage” sale per any 12 month period and a permit is required.
There is no cost for the permit; however, registration is required. Anyone applying
for a garage sale permit must own the premises where the sale will be held and only
personal property owned by the applicant can be offered for sale. The sale may be
conducted for two consecutive days between 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Posting signs on public property is not
permitted.

Water Rate Increase
In April, the Village of McCook notified the Village of Riverside of a water rate increase effective June 1,
2021. This increase was in response to an increase in the rate the City of Chicago charges McCook for water.
The Village of Riverside purchases water from McCook, which purchases water from
Chicago. Accordingly, on June 17, 2021, the Village Board approved an ordinance increasing the water rate from $10.47 to $10.63 per unit and increasing the sewer rate
from $2.06 to $2.09 per unit. A unit equals 100 cubic feet or 748 gallons of water.
It is important to note that all water and sewer operations, capital improvements and debt service are funded by water and sewer user fees, and water and sewer infrastructure is aging throughout the Village. The Village has a large amount of
undersized 4 inch water main where 8-10 inch main is typically preferred. The Village still has many combined
sewers which can contribute to flooding during major rain events. In an effort to raise the capital needed to
address this aging infrastructure without issuing additional debt, the $30 bi-monthly infrastructure fee was
instituted in 2018 and several major projects have already been completed.

End of Summer Gardening Tips from the Landscape Advisory Commission
August and September can be great time to take a close look at your garden and prepare for fall and
winter. This summer’s drought is a reminder to continue to water shrubs and trees to
help them through the colder months. As leaves fall to the ground, mulch them with your
lawn mower and spread them in the garden to provide protection for plants that overwinter. Native bees and many other insects survive the harsh winters by finding shelter in the
leaf litter and stalks of native plants like Joe-Pye Weed, a variety of native milk weeds, Bee
Balm, and more. Leave the stalks and the leaf litter on the ground until early spring when
the insects can once again work their magic in pollinating your garden! Clean, sharpen
and store all garden tools. You will be glad that you did when you bring them out next
spring! Finally, review your plants and their places in the garden to remind yourself of
their success or lack thereof. This will help you plan for next spring’s plant sales.

Improper Mulching can Harm Trees
Mulching is one of many beneficial practices homeowners can do for the health of their trees. Mulch
can reduce water loss, minimize weed and turf grass competition for nutrients and water, and improve overall
soil structure over time. When properly applied, mulch can also give the landscape an attractive, wellgroomed appearance.
Do
The recommended mulching depth is 2 to 4 inches. Unfortunately, many homeowners have embraced an improper mulching technique referred to as “volcano
mulching” in which mulch and soil is piled up around the base of a
Don’t
tree. When installing mulch, create a doughnut shape with mulch
that is thick around the perimeter of the tree and tapering to the
root flare. Avoid piling mulch and any excess soil around the trunk
of the tree. This practice actually suffocates tree roots and can
create a favorable environment for insects or rodents to damage
the tree.
The Department of Public Works has been surveying the
village to correct improper mulching on parkway trees. Please help protect the village’s
public and private property trees by spreading the word about volcano mulching. And
remember, mulch is free to any Riverside resident for use on their property within the
Village! The Department of Public Works welcomes you to pick up FREE mulch during
business hours (M-F 7:30 AM to 4:00PM). If you have questions, please contact, Mike Collins, Village Forester
at (708) 442-3590 to discuss mulching do’s and don’ts or email him at mcollins@riveside.il.us.
Providing quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible manner consistent with
our Village’s historic tradition and community atmosphere.

