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COVID-19 Guidance for the Holiday Season
Who among us envisioned that the COVID-19 pandemic would still be with us
almost two years after we first began learning about this virus? Undoubtedly, some
members of the community had an understanding of the
serious nature of the threat and how it would change our
lives. Probably, most did not. As the holiday season gets
into full swing, we have much to be thankful for. With
many in the community vaccinated, the holidays will hopefully seem a little more normal this year. The Village Board
of Trustees and village staff wish everyone in the community a safe and peaceful holiday season. We hope you are able to spend time with
family and friends and do the things you love to do. With that in mind, we offer the
following guidance from the CDC for staying healthy this winter.
 If you have not yet been vaccinated, please consider getting vaccinated before
attending social gatherings. The vaccine is free and widely available and the CDC
recommends everyone age 5 and older get vaccinated. To learn more about the
vaccines available, please visit: https://vaccine.cookcountyil.gov/.
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing.
 If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until
they feel dry.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.
 Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
 Cover your mouth and nose with a mask when in a public setting and when
around people who don’t live in your household.
 Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks.
For more information, please visit the COVID-19 page of the Village website
and consult with your healthcare provider.

The Olmsted Legacy

April 26, 2022, marks the 200th anniversary of Frederick Law Olmsted’s birth
and celebrations are being planned in Olmsted communities throughout the country.
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#ThisIsRiversideIL

Sign Up for Email Notifications Today!
Please visit the new village website at www.riverside.il.us and click on Connect to
sign up for the Riverside Alert System, create an account in Riverside Responds or
sign up for Email Notifications for upcoming meetings and community events.

Village Snow Removal Plan
The Public Works Department begins snow removal operations by clearing all major arterial streets,
the Police, Fire and Township Hall parking lots and the Train Platform. Major arterial streets are Barrypoint,
Burling, Riverside Road, Lionel, Delaplaine, East Quincy, Cowley, southbound Harlem, Golf, Ridgewood, Forest,
West Avenue, East Avenue, Pine, Woodside, DesPlaines, eastbound 26th Street, eastbound 31st Street, Longcommon and East Burlington. Secondary streets and sidewalks in the immediate vicinity of schools and all other parking lots are next. Cul-de-sacs, alleys and remaining sidewalks follow.
Plow drivers will not begin plowing secondary streets until all major arterial roads are cleared. The Department divides the village into three approximately equal sections
with a plow truck and operator assigned to a specific section. Plow truck
drivers work together to clear the major arterials, then disburse to their
assigned sections. Depending on the size and nature of a snow event, it
may take 3 to 4 hours after the last snowflake has fallen for snow removal operations to be completed.
The Illinois Pollution Control Board has mandated the reduction
of salt use by municipalities. The Department has taken steps to reduce
the amount of rock salt used by applying a salt brine solution to major
arterial streets in advance of a forecasted snow fall. The brine helps prevent snow and ice from bonding to the
pavement which results in faster snow removal and reduces the amount of overall rock salt usage. Salt levels
in the Des Plaines River watershed spike dramatically during the winter months, degrading the aquatic environment and salt has a generally corrosive effect throughout the natural and manmade environment.
Snow on Driveway Aprons: No one likes removing snow from the driveway apron only to have the snow
plow pass by and push the snow back onto the apron. The village recommends waiting to remove snow from
the driveway apron until the roads have been plowed from curb to curb. There are over 3,300 driveways in
the village and there is not enough equipment and personnel to clear snow from driveway aprons. Please do
not push snow from driveways out into the street as this can cause hazardous driving conditions. Depositing
snow and ice from private premises on any street, alley, sidewalk, parkway, park or public place in the village
is prohibited.
Fire Hydrants: Please do not pile snow on the parkway near a fire hydrant. Keep fire hydrants near your
property clear of snow. This will greatly help firefighters in the event of an emergency.
Sidewalk Snow Removal: Although the village does not have an ordinance mandating that snow be removed from public walks, please be a good neighbor and clear the public sidewalk in front of your property.
Doing so helps keep Riverside a walkable community. Clear sidewalks help ensure students walking to and
from our local schools and commuters walking to and from the Metra station have a safe passage.
Refuse Collection: Refuse collection can be more difficult during the winter months when there is snow
on the ground. The village respectfully requests that all refuse and recycling containers be placed on the driveway apron or parkway adjacent to the street. Please do not put containers in the street as this can create a
hazard for drivers and makes snow plowing less efficient.
Assistance with Snow Removal: Please look out for neighbors who may need help with snow removal
and offer assistance if possible.

Snow Time = Go Time! Explore Winter Recreation Opportunities!
The Parks & Recreation Department’s 2022 Winter/Spring Online Brochure will be available starting
January 5 and registration for Winter programs like adult fitness and yoga and
early childhood programs like Messy Mondays will begin on January 10, 2022.
The department will be offering their popular Cabin Daze Program, a fun, full
day program option for when school is out. There are individual day options
and bundled packages during the District 96 Winter Break. Cabin Daze will take
place at the Scout Cabin starting December 20. Find details at the Register
Online tab for Riverside Parks & Recreation on the village website:
www.riverside.il.us or call 708-442-7025 with questions. The deadline to register for the Cabin Daze program is December 15 at noon.

Office Holiday Schedule
As the sun sets on 2021 and we welcome 2022, please note that
Village Offices will be closed on December 24, 27 & 31, 2021 and January
17, 2022; however, refuse collection will remain on the regular schedule.
The Village Board of Trustees and village staff are grateful for the opportunity to serve this community and thank everyone, especially those who
volunteer on boards and commissions, for their passion and dedication to
the betterment of Riverside. #ThisIsRiversideIL!
Providing quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible manner consistent with
our Village’s historic tradition and community atmosphere.

